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For his three Grand-Children,. 
Suſanna, Hannah, and, 
Elizabeth Sedgwick. 


Dear C bildrew. 


Ou were left Motherleſt, 
whenas yet young,” and: 
tender 3 whoſe loſs was 
 encreaſed by the death 
| of a ' tender-hearted Grand-mather, 

_ taken alſoaway from you ſome few 
months after :- from which time ye - 
became ſolely the carc'of a Grand- 
father, and a tenderly affeQionate 
Father 3 who carry you continual- 
ly upon their-ticarts, as Children 
$ dear, yea, very dear unto wa 
9 on as thefr' own ' Souls, ws 
'they- have always” in the 
oe, both as to Soul and Boty 
3 ER 
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(4) 
minding your Conccrns as to this 
Life, that your Conditions may be 
comfortable in*the enjoying what 
is neceſſary after this World 5 but 
deſiring above all, that your Souls 
may proſper, growing up in the 
knowledg and love of the Truth; 
this is the continual and earneſt 
longing of my Soul, and daily 
prayer on your behalf ; concerning 
which, I can ſpeak unto you in the 
words of the Apoſtle, I have no 
greater joy, than to hear that my 
Children walk, in the Truth, John 
Epift. 3. verſ.4q. And for an help 
and furtherance in this matter, I 
have (for your fakes) written 
theſe following DireQions. 
|  Diredun 1., 
. . Content not your {elves to own 
the true Religion, . upon the ac- 
count of Education, being that: 
ye have been brought up in the 
£ profeffion of it from. Childhood : 
ut labour: after a more.clear and. 
perfe& knowledg of the nature of 
ta nl the 


i — 


| (5) | 
the Chriſtian Religion 3 what it 
is, and what Properties, or ſpecial 
Characters it bears the ſtamp of, 
imprinted on it, and differencing 
it trom all other Religions in the 
World, that ye may be able to give 
. an an{wer toany that ſhall ask you 
a reaſon of your Faith 5 and whiy 
ye are of, this, rather than another 
- Religion 3 and particularly, why 
a Proteſtant, rather than a Papiſt.? 
.for as to other Differences, ,viz. 
Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, Independent, 
Anabaptiſt, theſe are not a divers 
-and different Religion from cach _ 


-other, but differing Perſwaliofs. . - 
:of Perſons in ſome lower Matters, . 


.who. all agree in 'Fundamentals, 
.and argof one and the ſame Mind 
as to the Eflentials of Chrifliant 
ty: And to help you in this Mat- 

ter, know, That true Religion js. 
that way of ſerving and wor(hip- 
ping the true God,. which himſclt 
hath. appointed.  Solimon giv6s 
us the, whole. that God requiges 
A 3. and 
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and expeas from Man 5 Fear God, 
and hes his Commandments, for this 
#5 the whole duty of Man,FEccl.12.13. 
The Characters whereby the true | 
Religion may be known from all 


other, take thus 3 


r. It leads up to the ear 
ledging of thatene and only true 
God, who is the maker of :Hea- 
ven and Earth 3 who is the ſear- 
cher of the Heart, and knows all 
ous Thoughts 3 I/2.44.5- Gen.1.1, 
Fer.10,11,12, & 17.10. 4 2. 


' Pſal.139.2; 
2, It teaches us to own and ac- 
knowledg, in the Godhead or Di- 
vine Nature, a Trinity in Unity 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit, and theſe three are ons, # Joh. 

5.7. theſe are three, not divided, 

but diftin& in perſonal -Relation, 
- of a three-fold manner of Subli- 
ſence 3 the Father of himſelf, and 
begets the Son, the Son begotten 
of the Father, and the Holy Spirit 
| Proceeding from the F Rr 2 
. on: 


(7 * 
Son : . Which begetting, and 'pro- | 
ceeding, are not-in Time, but 
from Eternity 3 the Father was ne- 
ver without the Son, nor the Fa- 
ther and Son without the Holy 
Spirit, they are all three Eternal 
and equally God 3_ yet not three 
Gods, but one God in the ſame 
Eſſence, or cternal Being : The 
Trinity 'of Perſons doth not take 
away the unity of Eſſence, but as 
we uſually expreſs it, three Pet- 
{ons, but one God. 
3. It requires the giving 12 
Heart-to God; and herewitt he 
whole of our outward Man, Dew. 
6. $. & 10, 12» Prov. 23, 26. 
I Cor, 6.20. 
4+ It leads up to a Mediavar, 
Who hath reconciled us to Gods i 
and in and. by whom we look for 
acceptance, both of Perſons and 
Services, Rom.F. 1O, 11, Epoey. 
I. 6. 
5, It own$Chriſt Teſus the Loxd 
this alone Mediator, and no other, 
rt ------A4 6,1It 


. _ - 
- A - | l 
— 0 
- 


_— #— —_— 4 — —— ——— 


Cs ee ee ——_—_———_ 


| 0-2 
6.. It requires our being, and 
"doing all -to: the praiſe and glory 
of God, 1. Cor, IO. 31. Phil. 1, 
-I Is 

7, It caches to look unto God 
clone for the rule of his Worſhip, 
acknowledging no other, as ha- 
'ving dominion over our Faith, and 
Conſcience, Matth, 23. 9, 10, 11. 
2 Gor.1-24. 


Now amongſt the many that  - 


lay claim to-the true Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, the Papiſts make the 
"greateſt noiſe, boaſting themſelves 
to be the only*true-Chriftiarts, and = 
-Catholick Church in | the World, 
crying down all other for Here- 
ticks, and themſelves only 'Apo- 
Neolical | z While "the Chinge they 
bring, againſt. others, : lies wholly | 
at their own doors,.. being. noto=- 
rioufly Apoſtates: from the Faith 
- once cwlcſed at Rome.z Strangers 
£0, and Encmics againſt that £ 
fpel ( as to the purity of Dotinc 
ang Ware ). which was ahaey = 
| {en 


SO ; (9) 
ſed and owned by that Church, at. 
what time the Apoliie writ his 
Epiſtle to theim, Rom. 1.7. There 
are many things in the'r practice, 
that ſpeak aloud the preot of this - 
Charge, | 
' x. They (the Papiſts ) thave 
{ct up to themſelves, and coninus 
to -own another Univerſal Head 
over the Church. befides Chrift, 
in ſubordination (ſay they) to 1 
but, indeed, in direc oppoliton 
againſt Chriſt, the only truc Head 3 
Witneſs that abominable poſition 
of their great Bellarmine That. if 
the Pope ſhould err in commanding 
Vices, and forbidding Vertues, . the 
Church were bound to believe Vices 
good, and Vertues to be evil; De Ke- 
mano Pontifice, Lib. 4. cap. 5- And 
to this Vice-head,. the Pope, do 
_ they aſcribe, and from him Power 
given into the hands of inferior 
Prieſts, ts looſe or forgive the Sin- 
ner his Sin. Hence we have the 
fame Bellarmize affigmipg 3. Jh9! 


 Chrift 


Devils. 1. In forbidding Marti 


Chrift doth not looſe or forgive the 
Sinner by bimſelf,, but only by the 
Prieft : De P#nit, lib.3. cap.3. And 
Vaſques, another Jeſuit, ſaith, God 
doth not properly looſe, or forgive a 
Sinner, but only approves the Priefis 
loofing of him. You ſee here blaſ- 
Picmy writ in the very Forchead 
Popery. - 

2, They affirm the Authority 
of the Scriptures, to depend upon 
the Authority and Teſtimony of 
the Churchz and that none are 


bound to believe the Holy Scrip- 


ttites to be the Word of Gad, 
without the Churches Witneſs 
and Authority : And hence have 
ſome of them ſaid 3 That were #be 
Scriptures deftitute of the Churches 
Authority, they would weigh no more 
than Kfop's ables. 2 oe 

3. They maintain Dectrines bf 


age 3 to ſome (vis. their Prieſts) 


ut all times, - and to all at ſome 
Uhies, 2+ In forbidding c 
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and Acceptance with God. 


| (C It Y | 
kinds of Meats, at Come time 
which God hath given for the ufe -, 
of Man, and to be ( at all times} 
received with Thankſgiving: theſe 
the Apoſtle calls, Dodrines of Des 
vils, in 1 Tim«4.1,2,3- ©: 

4.. They turn the great and 
weighty DoQrine of Repentance 
intoFormality, and a meer mock» 
Repentance 3 witneſs. their 'Pe- 
nance their Pilgrimages 3 theix 
faythg over ſo many Pater-Nofters, 
and Ave Maries, to procure Favour 


\ 5. Their DoGrine of Tranſub- 
Rantiation (for maintaining of 
which, ' their chief Arguments 
have been Fire and Fagot ) is con- 


itthe Fleſh of Chriſt I cat 1 _ 


trary, both to Senſe, Reaſon, and: 


Scripture. 1. To Senſe, in that 
I both ſee and taſt Bread and Wine 
inthe Sacrament, and yet muſt 
believe it to be turned into the 
Fleſh and Blood of Chrilt 3 I know 
I taft Bread, and yet muſt believe 


| (42) 
E taſte Wine, and-:yet mult believe 
it the Blood of Chrilt- which I 
drink. 2, How contrary is it to. 
Reaſon, that the ſame Body thould 
be in Heaven and on Earth at the 
ſame time, yea, in'a thouſand pla- 
ces at once, and. yet but one and 
the ſame Body. The Angels Ar- 
gument to the Women coming to 
the Sepulchre to ſeek :Chritt, ( He 
is not bere, for he is riſen, Matth. 
28.6.) clearly proves, that Chriſt's 
Body. ( after riſen from the dead ) 
could not be in two places at 
once 3; yea, that the ſame Body 
ſhou!d be eaten by-thouſands, and 
yet remain at-the ſame time whole 
and untouched 3 eaten by Men on 
Earth, and yet the ſame whole 
and untouched in Heaven: What 
Monſters of Abſurdity are theſe ? 
3. As for Scriptun2, the Apoſile 
doubts not to call it Bread after 
Conſecration, and that three times 
in the fame Chapter, 1 Cor..I1. 
26, 27, 26, and 1 Cor, 10. as 
$ : [' 
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' The Bread which we break, is it. not 


the Communion of the Body of Chriſt ? 
6, Their Prayer in an unknown 
Tongue, .not underſtood by ,the 
common People, how contrary to -. 
the true: Worſhip of God, which 
ought to be performed with un- 
derſtanding, both our own, . and 
thoſe who join with .us, 1 Cor, 
14. 15,16, . But this is according 
to what their Dr. Suarez ſaith in 
his Book of Prayer, -That it is not 
eſſential to Prayer, that a Man ſhould 
tbink of what he ſaith, 
- 7, Their maintaining Idolatrous 
Worſhip. for the true Worſhip of 
God, ſpeaks.them Apoſiates from 
the true Chriſtian Religion 3 and 
this they are deeply guilty of. 1.1n 
their praying to Saints departed, 
and now in Glory 3 which being 
a part of Divine Worſhip,  isto be 
performed to none other but to 
God 3 ſo that praying to Saints in 
Heaven, is afendring that Wor- 
ſhip to the Creature,, which, be- 
| : ... M9 
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ſongs only to-the Creator, an 
brings under the guilt of Idolatry, 
And yet could this charge of Ido+ 
latry ( which cannot ) be avoid- 
ed, it is a part of the greateſt folly 
and weakneſs imaginable : would 
it not look like a meer phrenſy 
and madneſs, for one at London to 
call and cry out to a Perſon an 
hundred miles off, to come and 
help him in ſome preſent ftrait 3 
which Perfon neither knows his 
diſtreſs he is in, nor can hearhis 
cry at ſuch a diſtance? And juſt 
fach a point of folly and diſtracti- 
on is praying to Saints in Heaven 5 
for they neither know us, nor can 
hear onr Prayer, we being here on 
Earth, and they in Heaven : and 
therefore the Church of old did 
not ditea their Prayer to Abra- 
bem, or other Saints, then in Hea- 
yen, but to God alone, who hears 
Prayer 3 1(a.63- 16, Doubtleſs thou 
art our F atber, 'though Abraham be 
igriorgtt of wud Uracl gchanviedg 


& 
| 
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ſaffer Fobn to render to him, Als 


, (i5) 
ws not : thow, O Lord, art our Fas 


- ther, &C. 


2ly; Another pazt of Popiſh 


 Idolatry, is, their worſhip of Ima» 


ges > ſodiredly forbid in the ſe- 
cond Commandment. It they 
fay, we worſhip them not with 
the Higheſt, which is proper only 
to God, but with an inferior and 
towet kind of worſhip. A4n/. 1. It 
is ſuch a Worthip.the Law of God 
expreſly forbids; Thou fhalt not 
bow down thy ſelf unto them, Exod. 
20.5, 2, IK is fo much: as Peter 
would not receive from Cornelias, 
but reproves itz nor the Angel 


10.25,26. Rev.iy.10. & 22.5, 9. 


Yea, it is ſuch a Worſhip, that 
the three Children, in Dan. 3. 
would ' rather venture upon the 


fiery Furnace, than yield. to the 


-goklen Image ſet up by Nebuchad-" 
ke gs 

+ -3ly; Another part 
' Kolatry, is, theis worllwpping abc 


f Popiſh 
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Bread in'the Sacrament-:. But, ſay 
they, the Bread is turned into the 

| Body of Chritt. © Anſw. It. is ex- 
preſly ſaid, That Chriſt took, Bread, 
brake it, and gave it to bis Diſciples, 
and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Bo» 
dy, &c. What Chriſt took, brake, 
and gave, the Diſciples took, and 
eat 3 and what more plain, then 
that it -was Bread which Chriſt 
took, and brake 3 and they took, 
and-eat, as a-fign of Chriſt's Body 
broken for them? Now the Pa- 
piſts themſelves confeſs, That if 
the Bread be not converted into 
the Body of Chriſt, it were dam- 
nable Idolatry to worſhip it.. But, 
.according/-to. the Holy Scriptures 
( as you heard before ) -it is Bread 
#till; after. (et apart for. that uſe 5 
ſo that if Reaſon, Senle,: or Faith 
(according to the Scripture) may 
- be judg,. it remains Bread even 
after Conſecration: And then 
. . what areithe Papiſfts in'their wor- 
ſhipping of .it,- but. __ 
IF | theix 


ne. Va | 
"their 'own confcihon ) groſs Ido- 
laters? | 
8, That Religion which builds 
up, and maintains it ſelf by force 
of Arrns, yea, by Murthers, Blood, 
and Cruelty, 1s not the true Chrt- 
{tian Religionz but ſuch 15 the Po- 
 piſh; witneſs the continual De- 
ſigns and PraQtices of Papiſts tor 
building up. their. Kingdom, and 
promoting -their..Religion in the 
'World by Blood, ' arid: Cruelty 3 
and'the Pope's approving and en- 
couraging the Murthers, and Maf- 
ares of Proteſtants for eſtabliſhing 
-that accurſed thing .Popery; / * -: 
- .- 9, That which equals himane 
-Traditions to, yea prefers and ex 
'alts: them »above the: holy Scrip» 
"tures; is not: the true Chriftian:Re- 
-ligione3 but this dothithe Popahs 
- Which requires a more ſtrict obſer- 
vance of ,the Pope*'s Canons and 
Traditions of their Fathers, than 
the Laws of Chritt given:forch;and 
made. known to. us in the Scrip= 
| tures 
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tures of Truth 3 yea, acconnts'it 
a greater ſin. ( in ſome things) to 
offend againſt the former, than a- 
gainſt the. latter : Deeply are the 
 Papiſts guilty: of that Charge 
brought by our Saviour againſt 
the Phariſees, Mar. 7.7,8,9. which 
their very Religion leads them up 
to, and confirms in the guilt of 3 
!perſwading it is no fin, but their 
duty to make the Word: of none 
effe& through their Traditions : 
And whereas they boaſt'of Anti- 
guity for their Traditions.and ſuch 
DoRrines:: wherein they differ 
from us. .Fanſwer,We have Scrip- 
ture-Attiquity for whatfoever we 
own as Matters of Faith and Pri- 
_ Rice, wherein we differ from 
them, which themſelves dare-not 
deny 3' and: whatſoever is later 
than this, is to be accounted no 
other than novel. Yea, many of 
their moſt able Doctors, confels, 
that divers of the peculiar Do. 
Ctrines of their. Church are DEW: 


dnd unknown to the Ancient Fa- 
thers, viz, That of Indulgences, 


' Make this Example your Copy to 
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Purgatory , Communion in- one 
kind,praying, in a\trange Tongue, 
Franſubſtantiation 5 the receiving, 


fome of the Apocrpyhal Books; 


the Pope's Supremacy and Infalli- 
bility z Wprſhipof Images 3deny- 
ing to the-common People their 


reading the Scriptures in theirown 


Tongues withſome others. 
The ſecond Thing I ſhall lay as 


*a Charge upon you, is, An exer- 


ciſing your ſelves much in reading 


and medicating on the Holy Scrip- 


tures. It was greatly commendabke 


in Timothy, that he had known 


the Holy Scriptures from a Child : 


write after 3 give: up your: felves 
mach to the reading and . ſtudy 


- hereof. What time others ſpend 
in reading frothy and wanton Ro- 
.mances, do ye ſpend in this way 3 


maintaining in your hearts an hizh 
| : elteem 
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eſteem of the Word of God : Fr 
was unto David above thouſands 
of. Gold and Silver ; That know- 
ledg you ſhall gather from hence, 
- will be: the only profitable and 
delightful Knowledg, in thecloſe, 
and ſweeter at Jaſt then at fiſt ; 
Let none cyer impoſe, upon you, 
to cauſe an undervaluing, or ſet- 
ting. light by that which is moſt 
precious.. Let two things heigh- 
ten your eſteem of the Holy Scrip- 
' tures. 1. Their being given by 


-this:end'to'be the Chriſtian Man's 


-Rule ih. point of Faith and Pra- 


ice. : 94h 
_ . | Firſts Their Original is Divine, 

uid given by inſpiration bf God, 

2 Fini,; 44:16. written indeed by 
;Men 3: but theſe Holy Men of God 
moved thereunto by the Holy Spi- 
rit, 2 Pet, 1.21: You may (hap- 
ly ) meet - with fgme: Atheitt, Qr 
, Papiſts, who: will ask 3 How you. 


how that theſe Scriptures are of 


God ? 


- Divine.Inſpiration. And, 2, for _ 


© EvilMen, would never have given. 


- 20-3 
God ? In anſwer to which cavil- 
ling Queſtion, that it may not 
raiſe any doubts in you, let theſe 
Conſiderations be fcr your elia- 
bliſhment. 


1, The impoſlibility of having 


.* their Original from any other than 
. God himſelf: for they could not 


have their riſe from any Creature, 
Good or Bad, Angels or Men 
therefore from God alone. 1.Good 
Angels, or good Men, durft not 
impoſe their own Inventions upon - 
all the World, as a Rule of Life, 


T or Death eternal, and day, Thus | 
\: faith the Lords they durſi not 


father their own Inventions upon: 
God, and ſay, it is his Word, and 
God Gich it, when it is only them 
ſelves. And, 2, Evil Angels, or' 


torth fuch.a Word, ſo much againſt, 
themſclves, forbidding Sin,, and 
what is Evil, {o 7. ſa_unj- 
verfally 3 and commanding. what 
is pon and-good fo 5 | 

+ : Vs Ee 
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2, The Revelation of ſuch 
Myſteries, which could never have. 
entred into the thoughts of Men, 
or Angels, once to conceive, had- 
they not been firſt revealed by God 
himſelf, ſpeaks their Original to 
be of God, viz. The Myſtery of 
the Trinity 3+ the Incarnation of 
Chrift, or his being born of a Fir- 
gin; the anion of the two Natures 
( the. Divine and Humane ) iz one 
Perſon;the Man Chriſt Feſiu : Theſe 
and other are the Myſteries re- 
vealed in the Scriptures, which nei-- . 
ther Angels. nor Men could: ever 
have thonght of, had not God 'firſt 
revealed theſe things unto them. 
. 3+ The confirmation of the-Do- 
arine-of the Holy Scriptures by. 
Miracles (' which thoſe who prea- 
ched:and writ ' this' Word, were 
enabled: to- work for: convincing 
Trutlvof what they delivered 46 
tully-evince that ' this: Word catric 
243% 0 | tne 
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theſe Scriptures teſtify of them- 
ſelves, all along in thoſe Books: 
written by the Prophets and A4po- 
files 3 and: particularly, and more - 
expreſly in thoſe Texts now men* 
tioned, 2 Tim. 3.16. 2 Pet. 1.21. 
Stand faſt therefore in this Princi- 
'ple3 and let no; Popiſh Seducer 
impoſe upon you, and perſwade, 
that the Authority of the Scrip- 
tuxes depends upon the Authority 
and Teſtimony of the Church : 
bat oppoſe hereto. 
 #, That which hath che ſtamp 
of- Divine Authority.upon: it, de- 
ds not upon an humane Au- 
hority, and Teſtimony 3 but the 
Scripture hath! the ſtamp of Di- 
- vine Authority upon it; © 
2. The Church depends- upon; 
and'is to be: ſabjeQ-to: the: Scrip- 
tures, as the: Word oof Chrift its 
Lord and: Law-gtver : and there- 
fore the. Authority of the: Sctip- 
© | tuzes doth not: dEpentd® upon. the 
\. Teſtizfiony - and” Anthotity of the 
{oo - Church 


31, torthe 
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Church : the Srak proved from 


Epheſ.2.20. and then the Conclu-. © 


{ion cannot be denied; 
3. The Rule doth not depend 
upon that which is ruled, Io. the. 
Scripture is the Rule, the Church 
the thing ruled therefore that 
depends not on this. 
4. It is from the Scripture we 


come to know the True Church 


from the Falſe: We know the. 
true Church, by its conformity to 
the Truth of is reycaled in. 
Scriptures fo that the Church muſt 
neceſſarily depend- upon the Au-. 


thority and Teſtimony of the Ho- 


ly Scriptures not pra Authority. 
of the Scriptures, upon the Au- 
thority and Teſtimony ot the! 
Church. - 


2. Theſe Scriptures were given: 


_ - of God, to be the Chriſtian-Man's 


Rule-in' Matters of Faith and Pra-' 
Rice z. for the former ſee Jobn 20.. 
ater, yea, both con- 
Lim 3, 10. 

and 


( 25) 
and they are an holy Rule. 2; A 
Pu 3. An a I And 4. 
|. a plain Rule. 

1. 4n Holy Rgle3 a pure Word, 
without mixture of any thing 
vain, light, or frothy, any thing 
| carnal, or after the fleſh 3 that 
' which the Scripture teacheth, is a 
| DoGrine according to Godlineſs, 
{ 1 Tim.6.3. This Epithete the Hpo- 
[ . ftlegivesto the Scriptures, 2 Tim, 
| 15. which are called Holy upon 

a three fold account. 1, In re- 

ſpeX of their Author, the Holy 

$oiri dictating what theſe Holy 

Men of God writ. 2. Their 

Subjeft, or” Matter wherein they 

are given for a Rule, is a Dodrine 

which is after Godlineſs. 3. Their 
End they aim at is Holy, viz. a 
promoting the power and practice 
of godlineſs in the World 3 it was 
this that made David fo prize, fo 
Jove, and. delight - in the Word, 


Pſal. 1 19. 7, 8,9, IO. 
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WH. A perfet Rale, containing in 
them al things neceſſary - to be 
known, believed, and praQtiſed 
by us, 2 Tim, 3. 15, 16, 17. You 


may ( haply) meet with ſome in 


theſe. days, who having no reſpect 
or eſteem for the Holy Scriptures, 
being (o directly contrary to their 
Principles and Ways, will labour 
to poſſeſs. you with ſighting and 
undervaluing thoughts thereof, to 
cauſe you to- fit looſe from, and 
{et light by the Scriptures of 
Truth: And therefore to tore- 
arm-you againſt what the Papiſts 
bring againſi this of the Scriptures, 
being a perfect Rule 3 1 ſhall brie- 


fly acquaint you with the chict _ 


Arguments they urge, and ſhew 
you the weakneſs and fallhood of 
them. 

I. The Scripture ( fay they) 
#8 aot a Rule, ( at leaſt) not a per» 


felt Rule of Faith ; becauſe it an- 


ſwers not its End of being given, in 
Putting an end to Contrevere 7er'5 # 
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thty that own this Rae, diſagyee a= 
mong themſelves, and the Scripture is 


riot ſufficient to reconcile : thus ſpeak 
the Papilts. | 


Anſw. The reaſon hereof is 


not any defect in the Scriptures as 


a Rule, but through the ignorance, 
depravednels, or frowardne(s of 
Men's Spirits. There is enough 


clearly ſaid in the Scriptures to 


end all Controverſies, and recon- 
cile all Differences but ſome, 
through weakneſs, are not able * 
to diſtern 3 others, through per- 
verſeneſs, will not own the Truth. 
The Law of God was given and 
appointed of God, a Rule to or- 


der our Lives by : yet will not all 


Men be ruled by it, but caſt it. | 
from them 3 fo that it attains not 
its End upon all Men, becauſe of 


their corruption and perverſeneſs z 


yet this hinders not its being a 
Law Inftituted of God for this 
End. 
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2.A 2d Argument they bring is3 
That the Scriptures cannot be a 
perfe&t Rule, becauſe ſome part is 
bo of what was written of old. 

Anſw. 1, Though ſome Hiſto- 
rical Books ( which handle not 
Matters of Faith ) may be loſt, 
this is nothing to weaken thoſe 
Scriptures, as not being a perfect 
Rule of Faith, which are left to 
us from the Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles. But, 2. no proof can be 
brought of any part of Holy Scrip- 
ture, which was given astheCanon, 
or Rule of Faith, to have been 
loſt, That Epiſtle, which goes 
under the name of the Epiſtle to 
the Laodiceans,. which is ſaid (at 
leaſt part of it, if not all) to be 
loſt,. was not an Epiſile written 
by Pay to the Church of Laodicea, 
Cas the other of his ts to 
other Churches.) but an Epiſtle 
ſent to the Apoſtles from the 
Church at Laodices, Coll.4. 16. 
3ly,Had we not ſo many Books of 
Holy 


Sm 
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Holy Scripture as we have, (oe 


- © .thers veing lolt ) this will noc 


prove, that the Scriptures which 
we haye are not a perfect Rule 
fince it is aÞparent, that. the ſam 
and ſubſtance of all Divine . and 
Heavenly Dodtrine, relating - to 
Lite and Salvation, is contained : 
in theſe Books which Providence 

hath continued to us; Had we. 


but that one Book of the Goſpel 


written by St. Matthew» or but 
that one Epiſtle of St. Paxl, writ- 
ten to the Romans, we had aper- 
fe&t Rule left us of all things: ne- 
ceſlary to be  beljeyed, and: done 
by us -in reference -to Salvation, 
in them we have the fum 
of all Goſpel DoQrine, which is 
to be_believed and owned by us; 
ſo that Providence hath not_ only 


left to us a perfe&t Rule ( in theſe 


holy Scriptures we have) -as to 
Matters of Faith and Practice: 
But God hath done for us herein 


ex abundanti, he hath given it to 
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us with an overplus: And what 
remains on our part, but a being 
for ever thankful, acknowledging 
.this ſo large Proviſion which our 
God hath herein made for us, and 
continues to us. 

3. Athird Argument they bring 
is. That we have not the Original,but 
only Copies and Tranſlations 3 which, 
fay they, are not the Kule, for ſuch 
only is the Original, Anſ.The Copies 
and Tranſlations of the Scripture 
being the ſame for ſubſtance with 
the Original,are as truly the Rule as 
the Original it ſe]f.2.The Copy and 
Tranſlatioa of the Law; written 
in a Book, Is called, . by God him- 
(elf, the Words of the Law 3 and 
this Copy the King is to have be- 
fore him, and to read therein, 
Det. 17. 18, 19, 20, You ſee 
here the Prince's Rule is but a 
Copy 3 and this called by God 
- himſelf the Words of the Law. 

4. That which they plead of 
the S criptures admitting, and being 
| liable 
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liable to divers pe contrary expaſi- 
tions, is a meer forgery and fal- 
ſhood : For the words have not in 
them, nor will they admit two 
contrary meanings 3 but what con® 
trary Expolitions the perverſe wit 
of Man may faſten upon them, is 
the wickedneſs of the Perſon ſo 
doing, no fault of the Scripture. 
Is the Moral Law no Rule, or not 
a ſufficient and perfe& Rule to or- 
der our Converſation by, becauſe 
the Phariſees ( putting falſe gloſſes 
upon it) underliand it one way 3 
and Chriſt giving the true mean»: 
ing, and mind of the Law, un- 
derſtands it another ? 

Il .,The Scriptures are an impartis 
al Rule, 1, In their ſpeaking 
forth, and making known to us 
ay things neceſſary to be known, 
without: -hiding, curtailing, or 
equivocating in any thing. 2. In 
their ſpeaking to all Men of all 
Sorts, Ranks, and Dzgrees. The 
Scripture makes known to all, 
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both Szpcriors id Inferiors, Magi- 
tirates and Subjeas, Parents and 
Children, Maſters and-Servants ) 
their particular Duties, knowing 
o reſpe& of Perſons, in what it 
ſpeaks to any : It teaches all the 
Duties of their ſeveral Places, and 
Relations, and ſpeaks alike to all, 
with the ſame Authority and Ma- 
jelly,preferring none before other 3 
becauſe it ſpeaks from God, being 
that Rule he hath given and com- 
manded to dire& all our ways by. 
And what then can we call that 
SPirit in the Pope, and:his Follow- 
ers, (forbidding the common Peo- 
ple the reading of- the Scriptures ) 
but a. Spirit of wicked Pride, and 
exerciling. dominion over the 
Faith and Conſcience of their Bre- 
thren? A rare piece of : Popiſh 
Policy is th1s, . to-prevent the Peo- 
ples. growing wiſcr than their 
Teachers, and to kecp them in 
perpetual Ignorance, In oppolition. 
to. which. Popiſh. Tyranny over: 

the 
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' the People: Let it be minded. 
\ - I. God hath commanded theſe 
of the Laity (to uſe their own 
words ) as well as Clergie, to read 
in the Holy Scriptures, Dent. 17: 
IS,15. Joſ.1.8. | 
2ly; Tae Spirit approves it in- 
the Eunuch, Acts 8. 29, the Apo- 
file owns and commends it in the: 
Corinthians, 2 Epilt.-1. 13. -as ali. 
_ In the Epheſians, Cap. 3, 4 | 
31y;zThe Scripture-makes known 
the Duty of. all, and therefore to- 
be read of aJl : - Whereas they- ob= 
je, That to the common people, the - 
reading of . the Scriptures mpy be a*% 
occaſion of leading . into ' Errors. and- 
 Hereſies. | #4 
 Anſw.-1..Errors and Kerrefies: 
have not had their- rife from- the 
xdinary: people's; reading, \the- 
Erxiprures; but from:able Men (for: 
parts, but.) of; rotgen-hearts,. pa» - 
;'' yertivg.the Scriptures... .. . 
|. 2.- The Prophet: did- not think 
| do, when. heexhor(s-20.the gs 
| OTH Rero Ares 
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and the Teſtimony, &c. Iſa. 8. 20. 

3. Nothing is a greater preſer- 
ſative againlt- theſe Evils, than 
reading and underſtanding the 
Scriptures 3 and the contrary to be 
the occaſion and riſe of Errors, 
appears from that of our Saviour 
to the Sadducesrz Te do err, nit 
knowing the Scriptures, nor the Power 
of God, Mat. 22. 29. 

4. How can that be dangerous: 
now, which was fo greatly com- 
mendable in the Bereans in the Pri- 
mitive Fimes ? Ads 17. 11. 


Depths, ſublime Myſteries ſpoken 
of, but with plainacſs of expref(- 
fion 3 in appoſfite and fit terms, 
fujted to the underſtanding of him 
that reads3 here is no hiding of 
Wiſdom, under unuſual, uncouth; 
and words harSto be underſvod ; 
the Spirit of God doth in plait- 
neſs, and implicity of exprethon, 
ſloop, and condeſcend to the 
; meaneſt 


- IV. The Ceriptures are a plain 
Rule; we find in them -great 


: = Pom 2. . 


. 
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meaneſt capacity; the whole' of. 
what 1s revealed, . being according 
to that Prov. 8, 8, 9, All the words 
of my mouth are in righteouſneſs, 
there. s nothing froward or perverſe 
in them , they are all plain to him 
that underftandeth, and right to them 
that find knowledg, It it be ob- 
jected, The Scripture is full of ob- 


Jenre places. I anſwer, What is 


obſcurely delivered in one place, 1s 
more plainly laid down in another; 
and ſuch dark places are generally 
about Propheſtes; and ſuch things, 
the knowledg whereof is not ne- 
ceſlary to *alvation 3 but for what 
is necefiary to be known unto 
Life and Salvation, and wherein 
the Scripture is given for our Rule 
in point of Faith and Practice, it 
is plain in theſe three reſpedts : 

- IT, Without any thing of equize- 
cation, there is nothing in theſe 
Scriptures of an ambiguous,doubt- 
ful, or donble {enſe 3. like to thoſe 
Heathen .Qracles, wherewith the 
7 World 


% 
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World” was. Waſed in ancient 
Times: In thoſe Oracles the De- 
vil. ſpoke doubtfully, and darkly, 
of deceive: in theſe Cthe Roly 

riptures )* the Spirit. of: God 
' ſpeaks plainly, to rue, teach; 
Kt lead in the way of: Tiuth. 
The Scripture Avakinds all things 
it ſpeaks to, truly, having nothing 
of cquivocation or fallhood in 
what 1t relates, or gives account 
ofz 1t is. a. true. declaration of 
 whatloever.it ſpeaks to. | 

2, The Scriptures are. a Plain 
Rule without crookedneſs \ there is 
not in them, yea, and. nay, as to 
the ſame thing 3. they do not. (at 
one time ) afhrm, and at another 
time deny. what . they before. affir- 
med: they. axe fully conſonant 
with themſelves 1n. the Doctrine 
they deliver 3 thewhole they deli- 
ver Theft being a. Doctrine ac: 
- cording, to Godlineſs. 

3+. Plain.without, obſeurity : The 
Nun. ofthe: Spirit. given Lath.1 in 

| theſec 
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_ theſe Holy» Scriptures, is-not wrap» 


ped up .in dark, uncouth Phrafes; 
in obſcure and cloudy Exprettions,- 
darkning the Counſel of God. 
therein, and hiding the.:ſcnſe and: 
meaning of: the Spirit from us- but, 
is delivered in apt and ft expreſ= 
tons, in words and terrts-ſuitable 
to the ſubjeA Matter. treated of 3: 
and which {peaks with -clearneſs- 
and plainneſs to eveiy underſtand» 
ing, ſo far as our eyes are opened; 
and cur. minds enlightned to diſs 
cern ſpirituzl-T hings. 

Object. But: Peter: tells us;2 Ep. 
3. 16. That: in. Paul's. E piſtles are 
ſome things hard to be ed &c. 

Anſw, But to whom ? theſame 
verſe tells you, - the. unlearned and 
zenſtable, thoſe who have their minds. 
blinded - by the. God of this. World< 
there are ſcales vpon their. Eyes, 
a veil upon their Minds, that they 
cannot:ſeezthe. obſcurity .and dark, 
neſs: is-not- in the..Scriptures, but 
in themtclyes:3. that . a bligd Man: 
cannot. 


: "Fi 
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eannot ſee the light” of the Sun in 
the brighteſt day of its ſhining, is 
not frcm any thing in the Sun his 
hindrance, but the darkneſs of 
his own fight 3 and fo it is here, 
the Scripture is plain, and without 
obſcurity in it (elf. 

2. Plainand caſy to ſuch whoſe 
Minds the Spirit hath enlightned, 
and made-able to compare ſpiri- 
tual Things with ſpiritual, I 
have been the longer on theſe two 
Heads, that you (my dear Chil. 
dren) might be fore-warned, and 
fore-armed againſt ſuch Deceivers, 
which bring up an evil report of 
the Scriptures, hereby to b<get in 
Perſons a flighting towards them; 
that being to ſeek about the Rule 
they are to walk by, they might 
lead them into. what by=-paths they 
pleaſe 3 and Keeping them hood= 
wink'd, might not ſee whither 
they are going, till brought from 
the true to a falſe Religion, and: 
from a true to @ falſe Church, ly» 

2 L:---- , . img 
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| ing under the dreadful guilt of 
Hereſy, Idolatry, Ap _ 
Dire&Gion 
Make not Man your "Oracle in 
the Things of God; have not the 
Perfons of Men in admiration 3 
neither overvalue any Man on 
Earth, the wiſeſt, ſobereſt, or beſt 
of Men : look unto an higherand 
more Authentick Oracle than the 
Mou'h of Man, conſidering the 
wiſeſt of Men are but Men,the bett 
of Men but Men. 
Beſt. When are we found mak» 
ing Man our Oracle ? 
- Anſw.1. When we take things 
npon traſt, magnifying the day of 
Man's Judgment, and fitting down 
fatisfied therein, as if we had' an 
infallible Guide, while we have 
no-more thanthe word of a falli- 
ble Man, a poor frail Creature, a 
very Worm, and as yet under a 
ate of imperfections we know 
but in- part, ' 1 Cer. 33. Be not 
overialty to receive, or take up 
any 


| a 

anything ( in point of Religion ) 
from any. Man whatſoever 3. exar 
mine what you make matter of 
Faith and PraQtice, by the Canon 
of Truih, the Holy Scriptures, 
doing always as the Bereans did, 
Afs 17. PRTT: 

2,. When we value: the: Truth, 
as we value the Man, either more. 
or leſs,. as-the Perſon bringing it 
is valucd,. or eſteemed by us 3 -we 
value the Truth for. the. Man's: 
\ake, not the Man for the Truth 3 
a, f00 too ordinary, weakneſs of 
many among, us, whoſe affections 
outrun their , judgment,» and bes 
comes the ground of: another mi- 
fiake, bringing us farther under 
the guilt-of making. Man our Ora« 
cle, viz. A 6 

3. When the ſame Truth is of 
a.more ealy and ready ,acceptanee | 
with us from one, than from anos - 
therz and- this,cither becauſe of the - | 
quickneſs .of his Parts -agd. Gifts, 

'o#: becauſe of, the, way of ſome 


> 
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with us, or differs from us. 
4, When we mind more what 


Men do, than what they ought to 


do; what is their Practice, than 


what is their Duty : yea, we make . 


their Practice ( without looking 
further ) the Rule of our Duty. 
Direfion 4. 

Content not your felves to walk 
with thofe that are good, farther 
then you are ſatisfied that the Way 
is good and upright wherein they 


walk: Our Eye is to be firſt upon 


the ay, and then. the Company 


chufing the Company for the Ways 
ſake, not the Way. for the Com- 


panys lake : Yeu relates to own 
the Way of Truth, though others 
forfake- it, and to. continue fol- 
lowing the Lord, though without 
Company : So did Foſeph in Eg ypt; 


fo Eliſþs, when he: thought there 
* had been none left inall: Iſrael but 


himſelf : So Foſpua, Chap. 4. 15, 
But. as for me, and. my Houſe, we 


—_ _ 3 
outward form, Shall he agrees © 
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will ſervethe Lord. Lot in Sodom, 
Noah in the old World, Gen, 6. 9: 
are examples for us to have our eye 
upon in this Matter. . No true- 
h:arted Nathaneel thinks better of 
the way of ſin, becauſe of the 
multitudes that walk therein 3 nor 
warſe of the way of Holineſs, be- 
cauſe of the fmall number that go 
that way : He ſays, Not of any 
known ſin : Others .do ſo, and 
why may nat 1 ? Hecaſts out ſuch 
thoughts ( if at any time ſuggeſt» 
ed, or rifing upin him) with the 
greateſt loathing and abhorrency 
of Soul 3 accounting no fin the 
leſs, becauſe the fio of a multitude, 
nor following any exawple of Men 
whatſoever, but as they are fol- 
lowers of Chriſt, Take heed of 
being, or doing any thing againſt 
Light or Conſcience for Companys 
fake; value it not at the rate as 


to dare Sin, or forfake the way of * 


Truth, becauſe the Company you 
walk with do ſo; It is far better 
to 
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fo keep company with the Truth, 
thoughin a ſolicary Path, than to 
exchange Truth for Error, for any 


Company whatſoever. And to 
prevent any temptation of this 


. fort, ſeriouſly mind theſe three 


things. 

I. Make it not your delign to 
keep in with all forts 3 to be ſo of 
all fides,. and for all Companies, 
that you may be owned of all 3 this 
endangers a Man's being an Hy- 
pocrite wherefoever he comes : 


-Among the more ſerious, he puts 


on the garb of ſerious in Religion, 
becauſe he would feem better than 
he is : Among the more looſe (pi- 
rited, he pats -on the garb of fin- 
ful Complyance, becauſe he would 
feem ( it may be ) worſer than he 
is. 

. 2, Over-value not a Name 4- 
mong Chriſtians of this or that par- 
ticular Way, Form, or Judgment, 
more than among others this 
will endanger a finning again 
8 Light 
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Light for keeping up a Name : 


For if the wifeſt, or ableſt of that 
way, thould ſuck in an Error for 
Truth, and\maintain it, there will 
be a ft retching very far to go along 


ſtill live among them. 
3. Mind not the upholding a 


otherwiſe, than by maintaining a 
good Conſcience toward God,ever 
prefer this before that 3 and ſeck a 


things. 
Direction 5 
Know that it is not ſo caſy, and 
common a thing to be truly reli- 


-nerality among us account it to 
be. This miſtake is very common, 
moſi Men proclaiming, their own 
goodneſs, and. glorying of their 
being religious; while that Charge 
of the Apojtle comes forth Spain] 
ticm;. If a Man think bimfſelf to 


with them, that our Name might 5 


Name among them farther, or 
good Name, in no other way than 


that of a good Conſcience in EY 


gious as ſome Men, yea, the ge= . 


be 
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be ſomething, when he is nothing, he 
deceiveth himſelf, Gal.6.3. 


If you ask, Why ſome accornt it 


ſo eaſy to be religious £ 


Anſw, 1- Becauſe they place 


Religion in that wherein God ne- | 
ver placed it, viz. ſome in follow- 


ing the Traditions of their Fore- 


fathers, in being what they were, 


and doing what they did in exter- 
nal things of bodily exerciſe,whivh 
profit nothing 3 others, in *con- 


_ formity to the Times they live in, 


in ſome outward Rites and Cere- 
moriies 3 others in a bare outward 
fubmiſſion to the Inſtitutions of © 


_ Chriſt, without any thing of 'Life 


and Power. | F7 
. Or, 2. becauſe. they makeit all 
their care to have their apyrobati- 


on. from Man, not minding fo 


much acceptance with God. 

Or, - 3. becauſe they judg of 
God, as ſeeing only: as Man-ſees, 
and as pleaſed with the outſide 
without the Heart. 

Yo | Now 
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Now that it is not ſo eaſy and 
corfimon as ſome judg, and ac- 
count it to be, will appear, from 
confidering what it is to be Reli- 
giousz and alſo what that Work 
chiefly is, which Religion calls up 
tO, 

Concerning the firſt3 To be 
truly religzow, implies, A devo- 
ting, and giving up our ſelves in 
all that we have, we are, or deſire 
to have, or be, ſincerely to God 3 
. reſolving to follow the Lord Chriti 
whitherſoever he calls. 1. A giv- 
ing up our ſelves to the Lord, as 
they did 2 Cor. 8.5, And this in 
all Uhites we have, viz. Houſe, 
Lands, Liberty, Health, Strength; 
and Life it felf to be at his diſ- 
poſe, and not our own. 2. In 
all we are, both Soul and Body 
every Faculty: of our Soul, and 
Member of our Body, is to be 
Ps - op to God in ways of 
Righteouſneſs, We are in the 
whole Man to ſerve God in Righ- 
CE _ teouſneſs 
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teouſneſs and Holineſs all the 
days of our Lifez which is the 
end of our Redemption by Chriſt, 
Lick, 1. 74, 75+ And; 3. in all 
we defire to have, or to be, ſo as 
to delire to be, and have nothing 


for our ſelves, but for God, and 


for = Glory : and all this ſincere- 
ly. 1. Without any ſecret reſcrve. 
2. Without carnal Reaſonings, or 


- Cavils againſt any thing whatſo- 


ever, God ſhall order or diſpoſe us 
fo. . 3. Without demutrrs, or de- 


lays, to ſubmit our ſelves in all 


things to the Will of God 3 fay- 


Ing with.old Ely; It is the Lord, 


let bim do what ſeems him bs 
And 2ly,rcſolving to follow 
whitherſoever he calls. 1. 


do whatſoever he commands, and 
 hathleft us his Example our Copy 
fo write after. 2. Submiſlively 


td take up, and patiently to bear 
whatever crofs or tryal he calls us 
to for the Goſpel, and eons: 


2, It 
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Now that it is not (o eaſy . and 
corfimon as ſome judg, and ac- 
count it to be, will appear, from 
conſidering what it is to be Reli- 
gious3 and alſo what that Work 
chiefly is, which Religion calls up 
tO, 

Concerning the firſtz To be 
traly religiow, implies, A devo- 
ting, and giving up our (elves in 
all that we have, we are, or deſire 
to have, or be, ſincerely to God 3 
. reſolving to follow the Lord Chrit 
whitherſoever he calls. 1. A giv- 
ing up our ſelves to the Lord, as 
they did 2 Cor. 8.5, And this in 
all hives we have, viz. Houſe, 
Lands, Liberty, Health, Strength; 
and Life it felf to be at his diſ- 


poſe, and not our own. 2. In 


7 we are, both Soul and Body 5 


every Faculty: of our Soul, and 


Member of our Body, is to be 
 Lopre8 up to God in ways of 

Righteouſneſs, We. are in the 
whole Man to ſerye God in Righ- 


teouſneſs 
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teouſneſs and Holineſs all the 
days- of our Lifez which is the 
end of our Redemption by Chrit, 
Lick, 1. 74, 75+ And; 3. in all 
we defire to have, or to be, ſo as 
to delire to be, and have nothing 
for our ſelves, but for God, and 
for his Glory : and all this f Incere= 
ly. 1. Without any ſecret reſcrve. 
2, Without carnal Reaſonings, or 
- Cavils againſt any thing whatſo- 
ever, God ſhall order or diſpoſe us 
a fo. 3. Without demutrrs, or de- 
j lays, to ſubmit our ſelves in all 
things to the Will of God 3 fay- 
'Ing with.old Ely; It is the Lord, 
let him do what feems him od. 
' And 2ly,rcfolving to follow Chip 
whitherſoever he calls. 1. 
; do whatſoever he commands, Pak 
; hathleft us his Example our Copy 
- { To write after. 2. Submiſlively 
: tdtakeup, and patiently to bear 
whatever crofs or tryal he calls us 
fo for the Goſpel, and RighteouEs 
neſs ſake. 


3. it 
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2, Tt will farther appear, from 
minding that Work, which Reli- 


_ gion chiefly calls to, and puts up* 


on, viz, Heart-work, which: is 
more than all outward Service? 
and bodily Exerciſe. As, 

1. Heart ſearching 3 to be often 
ſearching, and trying our ſelves 
and ways; Lam. 3. 40. Let us 


ſearch and try our ways, and turn 


again to the Lord. 

2, Hcart-cleanſing 3 a purifying 
from Heart-filthineſs, from all in- 
ward Pollution and Defilement 3. 
2 Cor. 7. 1. Having therefore theſe 
Promiſes , dearly . Beloved, let us 
cleanſe our . ſelves from all filthineſs 
of Fleſh and Spirit, perfefing Holi- 
neſs in the fear of' God. 

3. Heart-keeping 3 an obſerving 
and watching chiefly over this 3 
Prov. 4. 23. Keep thy Heart with 
all diligence, &c. of 5-07 firſt, look 


' moſt, and always unto this 3 a- 


bove all keeping, keep thy Heart 3 
This is the moſt difficult, ine 
[ne 
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the moſt profitable Work to & 


Chriltian. 
| Drrecion 6. 


Know alſo that Perſons may go 


far, and do much in the Exter- 


nals of Religion, whoſe Heart is 
not upright with God in we 
they proteſs and do :; make p 

felon . of the Truth, back in 


Wordfſfand Works, before Men, - 


and yet not true to what they pro- 


| fefs: There have been,ard {till are 


more Profeſſors of the Truth, than 
Profcfſors in Truth. 

©. It you ask, How far Perſons 
may go in their Profeſſion and Pra- 
Aice, and yet not true to what they 


profeſr ? 


Anſe. 1. So far that they may 
deceive ( at leaſt for a time ) the 


; moſt diſcerning and quick-lighted 
| Cariſtians, in their judgment of 


them. 
2, So far wind themſelves 

yery much into the affe&ions and 
clicem of good Men : to be very 
C honous 
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honourable in their Goht, much 


ſt by, greatly beloved, and much 


delighted in. The falſe Apoltles. 


had Gentilnly got very far into the 


hearts of the Galathians, elfe could 


not ſo ſoon have led them alide 


from what the Apoſtle had preacli- ' 


ed among then. 

3. So faras to have h 
right-hearted ones, put truſt 
and confidence in them : as,doubt- 


ogeſt up- + 


(5 the eleven did in Fudes, till he 


notoriouſly declared himfelf at laſt. -- 
Yet let here be minded 5 1. That ; 


: 


fuch Mens Religion is moſt, it not A 
altogether in the external part..." 


| thereof; in what may be ſeen; 


and alſo ( for this end ) to be ſer 1 
of Meo, 2. Their Religion hath 


ever-more ſome falfe end, which is 


the Hinge upon which 21 turns. | 


And, 3. their -Reljgion is longer 
Or ſhorter lived,a Ing to what 
they tind, or ni{9Wthe end they 


rad Bercs; oy to themſelves: Who | 


as to their praftice and walking, 
may be-; I I, Exa 


- 


7 


*.Ww 


i b, " 


y* 
,_— 


* 


On -@ 


b:-; 
Ji 
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; 


4 
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1. Exa& negative Men, abſtain- 
ing from all open groſs wicked- 
ne(s 3 nor Drunkards, nor Swcar- 


''ers, nor prophane Perſons in any 


of their ways 3 yea, very civil, ſo- 
ber, modeft Men in all their car- 
riages towards others, while per- 


fe firangers to the Truth, and 


J power of Godlineſs : A very civil, 
J ſober, courteous Man, and yet a 
very Enemy to feriou 1 Reliy - 
gion 3 a Man that will repraye, 

| ſpeak againſt, yea, puniſh drug- 
- Kenneſs, (wearing, arid all kind 
a]. of Immorality, while as great an 
*-- Enerny to the ſerious practice of 
Godlineſs, and as forward to pu- 


Kefoia Reli- | 


niſh this, as that. 
2, Perſons very forward and 


| 7zealous ig promoting Cho 
- | -, Fellowlbip, and aſſembling them- 
| Ffelves together with oth 
-W for improving Opportunities and 


r Saints, 


Seaſons - in hearing the Word, 


 FPraying,Conferring one with ano- 
- ther for miiltual Tofituction, and 


C 2 build- 
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building up in Knowledg :- They 
may be themſelves very forward, 
and put on others hereto, while 
nothing but Pride, or ſomething 
as bad, is the only Principle that 
moves them, and ſtirs up this 
kind of Seltſh ( yet pretended 
Chriſtian ) Zeal. 
3» They may have much (at 
leatt ſeeming ) reſpect for an able, 
faithful, aid godly Miniſter 3 
Tpeak kindly, and carry them- 
delves very fairly towards him 3 
with their Mouth ſhew much 
Jove, like to thoſe, Ezek, 33, 
37. and yet their Heart is not 
with him, at leaſt not with 
the.word he preaches3 for they 
hear his words, but will not do 
m—_ 
Yet, 4. others may ſo hear, as 
to receive without. any refiſtance, 
.or gain ſaying. It is faid of the 
ſony ground, they received the 
Word immediately 3 they delayed 
not to do.it, but readily cloſed in 
_ with * 


. 
4 of - _ COOS_— _ 


S W 


with the Word, ſubſcribing. to 1t 
as the Truth of God. 


. $5, They may hear, and receive * 
the Word with ſome kind of affe- 
Ration and delight : Ic is ſaid of 
Herod, he bend John the Baptiſt 
gladly in many things : This was Fab 
ſo found: in the tony ground, Mzrk 
4+ 16. But in theſe we ſhall find 
fuch a al in their hearing 
the Word. They receive r2- 
ther: the: JoQtirial 7 practical 


part of Truth : - they attending 


upon the Word, -is chiefly to ger 
more Notions, "that ſo they may 
out-talk others in things of Reli- 
gion, -- notthat- knowing more, 
they might live vg Tt is'no« 
dlogal Knowledg tWF are taken 
with, while they: ſtand at a di- 
ſtance to Chriftian Practice 3 and 
therefore, 2ly, they receive the 
word into their Heads, not into 
their Hearts > they lay it up in 
their Memory, that they may have 


it at hand to be mattcr- of Dil» 
C 3 courſe 
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courſe; but do not as David did; 


*. hide it in their Heart, that they 
might 'not fin againſi God, P/ſal. 
119-11. Or, 3ly, they are more 

* forward to receive that part of the 
Word, which (as they judg ) 
concerns others-moſt; then what 
concerns themſelyes moſi;3'and too 
many ſuch Hearers there are, . who 
hear for others more than for 
themſclves. | on 
6... They may be. much a verbal 
prayivg , People, and -ſcemingly 
affetionate, even ta Sigbs-and 
Tears, and very melting Exprie+ 
fions; bnt with this difference 
from the ſerious praying Chriltianz 
I. It is. ich the Lips, than 

trom the Wart i: the: Tongue 
ſpeaks aloud, when the Heart is 
filent. 2. They have more reſpet 
to Man's Approbation in this,than 
to God's Acceptance's and. theres 
fore they are + more for publick 
than private, 3. There 15. more 
of ſclt-AﬀeRation in what they 
| lay, 
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fiy, and do, than of —_— 


Glon. 


7. 'They nay be full of Almc= 
deeds, gd Works: of Charity : 
be abundant herein, give unto 
the Poor, and give much, and yet: - 
meer Phariſees, doing all @ be {cen 
of Men, Mat. 6. | 

8.. They may be greatly exact 
18 leſſer Gas, which concern 
the Form 3. exaQt to Circumftane 
ces,. and. negteQ. Subftance 3 (ixict 
to all outward PynGilio's, and 
negle&--( in the-mean time )+tize 
rhore weighty Matters of the Law: 
like unto thoſe of old, who minded 
the tything, of Anniſe, Mint, and 
Pane: dar wage while they negleRed. 
Faith, Judgment, and Mexcy« 

p50 Direciion Tx .nO.t:. 
Takeheed of a meer  ſeeminga 
point of Religion 3 pretending to: 
what is not, and. glorying in the 
Name Chriſtian, while ye are. not 
that whereof ye hear the Natve:, 
Atc& not to be accounted that by. 
C 4 others, 


Or  » AER 
others, which yc- are not in truth, 
The Reaſons of my cautioning 
you in this Matter, are, 1. Becauſe 
there have been, and (till are, ma- 

ny who do but ſeem, make a fair 
flouriſh of being ſomething, when 
they are nothing. Such there were 
in the early days of the Goſpel 3 


Jam. 1. 26, If any Man among yois. 


ſeem to be religious, and bridlath not 
his Tongiie, but deceiveth his own 
Heart, that Man's Religion is vain. 
Perſons may ſeem religious, and 
not-be in truth what they ſeem. 
2. Though we may hide from,ane 
deceive Man, we cannot-deceive, 
or be hid from God, all Secrets 
are open in his fight; I the Lord 


ſearch »be Heart, and try the Reins, 


Jer. 17. 10. 3. There is a day 
haſtening, when God Will brimg 
to light all fecret Things, ever 
the hidden things of Darkneſs, and 
will- make manifeſt the Counſels 
of the Heart, 1 Cor. 4. 5. Eccleſ. 


I 2+ I 4, | 
Quelt. 


* 
P 
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Queſt. Who arethey thit fiem to- 


be religious, while they are not in- 
truth, what they ſeem ? 

Anſw. There are three forts of 
theſe. 3. Such who ſeem to. others, , 
but not to themſelves 3- while they 
pretend to be ſomething before , 
Men, their- own Heart condemns. 
them, as not being what they pre-- 
tend they ambitiouſly. affect to. 

be accounted what they never: 
| heartily deſired, nor at all.endea»: 
voured io be::. Solomon ſpeaks of: 
ſuch in his- days 3 Moft. Men will. 
proclaim -every.one his own goodneſs \- 
but a faithful Man who can find, £, 
Prov. 29..6. Tice. Men; walk 
under fevcral. diſgniſes;. wherein; 
they make it their main- buſineſs, 
and chiet deſign. to deceive $2agatg 
1. It Men of: Fasts, then they p 
theraſelvcs. forward ufor: all 5g 
ſions, wiicrein they may. have. op» 
portun::y to ſhew-thcir Gifts: they 
are very forward, yea thruſt them 
{clves- on to —_ to prayz.fo: 


hold! 


_ (.5$') 

hbl&" diſcduit fe botel "othess; that 
they thay get into the Aﬀections 
of good Men, be adinired, and 
hive their Names cried 'up as the 
only Men to be preferx&d -and-. 
eſteemed, ' 2, If: not {6 able, nor 
of - ſuch parts -as' to get eltetm- 
hereby, then they become the moſt 
fotward to put on others hereto, 
and the great admirers of what 
they hear from them 4 becauſe they- 
wotld hereby ( ſince they canhot 
In the other way ) get into eſteem 
and credit amohig thoſe with 
whom they walk, 3, Others put 
on" 'the garb'of # Complaining 
Clifitian, as if of a truly broken 
4jd*<ontrite\ Spirit, complaining 
(THe Auch) of thoſe burthens 
which' yer they never felt 3 and 
trying dut again thoſe-fins they 
tiever hated, or Joathed theniſelves 
for: 'they lay therifelves low in 
ſelf-debating exprefions, hereby 
hopingto wind and get themſelves 
into the affections afd _ oy 

Note 


y 


ing conſiant Chuxch-men,(; as they 
5, 
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thoſe among whom they converſe 4 
They - would feign themſelves 
wo. by confefling how bad they 
are 3 bewailing that as their great. _ 
burthen, which yet never came 
near their heart to-. be ſenlible of, 
or afflicted for. 

2. The ſecond ſort, are. - Hicks 
who feem religious to themſelves, 
but not to others, who judg, at 
Men .by that rule The Tree - is. 
known by the Fruit , For they bring, 
terth no Fruits of Righteouſneſs, 
ro be a ſufficient ground for Cha-- 
rity to build upon, ſo as to hope 
their being truly religious. Thele: 
Men deceive themſelves, in placing, 
Religion ( as we hinted: before ): 
in what God never placed it.. Ei+ 
ther, I, in conformity to ſome: 


outward: Rites and Ceremonics: 


in uſe, in. the Time and:: Place 
wherein they live :. and this. they: 


- accuunt being Religious, if zcalous. 


and cxa@ therein, Or, -2: in be= 


6a 


Y 
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eall it) and coming to the publick 
| preaching of the Word 5 yea, if 
, It be but to the Place it elf, tho 
they flecp out moſt. part of the 
rime they are there 5 this goes for 
Religion, -in the account of many. 
tooſe-ſpirited ones, who boaki much- 
of their being honeſt Men, while 
nothing of Religion, or Chriſtian 
practice, is feen in' any part of 
rheir lives beſides. 3- Others-place 
Religion-in a mean, betwixt firit- 
neſs and loofeneſs 3 exact Righte- 
oufneſs, and oper» Prophaneneſs 3; 
this latter they call Wickedneſs, the: 
former preciſeneſs 3. and therefore 
they take a middle courle, between 
very good and Kark naught 5. pla- 
cing the golden mean of true Re- 
Figion, in that which God moſt 

abhors. viz. a luke-warm frame. 
3, Fhe third ſort are ſuch, who: 
ſeem religious, both to themſelves 
and unto others, but are not ſuch. 
in truth, and' before God:;, they. de- 
ctive others, and are deccived. in. 


| c 6T 7: 
themſelves, but. God: they cannot! 
deceive, Theſe arc ſuch, 1. who 
take meer Conviction for true- 
Converſion'; they have been un- 
der ſome inward Tersors3 aday- 
of Conviction hath-civilized then, - 
and this goes with them for cruly 
Religious, 2. Others uphold.and-/ 
maintain a face of Chriſtianity, in 
the externals of Religious Wor»: 
ſhip, and an» honeſt Converfation: 
from that influence which firidÞ- 
Education hath had upon them : 
they have taken up the form of 
Religious Services from theis very 
Cradle, and continue therein. bit 
without power. 3». Ochers take 
up Religion. in the profefluurr and, 
outward practice of. 16, trom the 
example of ſome eminent Perſon. * 
( they daily converſe with.) whoſe 
Authority, and G:avity. p:cvails- 
with them to own their Judg-»: 
ment; and confcrm to: their Pra» 
Qice, but from no light in theme». 
ſelves, or love to the Truth dw4l- 


4 
- 


%. 
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ling intheir Hearts, Theſe walk- 
ing Chtfittian-like towards Men, 
are judged by others better than 
they are3 and themiclves ( not 
knowing to dittinguiſh and dif> 
ccrn between Form and Power ) 
think themſelves to be ſomething, 
when they are nothing, and fo de- 
ceive themſelves, Gal. 6. 3. The 


reaſon of theſe Mens being decei-- 


ved concerning themſelves , is 
either, 1, Selt-jgnorance, they 
know not themſelves they are 
ignorant, and willing to remain 
ignotant,as to this kind of know- 
leds. Or, 2. unwillingneſs to 
examine, to ſearch, and try their 
own Heatts and Ways. Or, 3. a 
doing this ( viz.Selt-cxamination) 
but by halves, and by fitsz and 
when they do it. it is in a very 
Nuggiſh a Nothfal manner, they 


t forth no diligence, but are 


greatly flothfal in this Bufancſs.. 
| Direcion $S. 


Mind as well the t-ath of your 
Hearts, 


5 
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Hearts, in the Way 'ye walk, as: - 
the truth of the Way .ye walk in. 
It was ſaid of good Amaziab, He 
did that which was. right in the 


 ſightofi the Lord, but not with a 


perfe& Heart, It is not enough 
to be in the right Way, unleſs \ 
Heart be upright in the Way: 
And hence are they pronounced 
bleſſed, not only whoare in the way, 
but, Bleſſed ave the wundefiled ( or. 
fincere ) in the Way, who walk in 
the Law of the Lord, Ffal. 119 

Make this much your enquiry, this 
ye may be known to your felves 
in this Matter-3 for God's Eye is 
chiefly upon the Heart, who looks 
after, and requires Truth in the 
inward Parts, Prav, 16. 2, Pſalm, 
51.6, Lct our outward flouriſh 
be nevet fo glittering, fo as to de» 
ceive,by a tair ſhew,all with whom 
we converſe, God knows the 
Heart, and judges of us according 


to what we are here 3. ſuch the 


Heart,ſuch the' Maa in the ay 
© 
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ef God; Let that therefore of 
David be your daily praycr unto 


God, Make my Heart ſound: in thy 
Statmter, ths. I be not honed, ? 
Pſa). 119.52. Often: mind. theſe: 


four. things. 

1. Sincerity. in Religion: is the 
main, the chief, and principal 
thing 3 the only Chriſtian Excel- 
lency, without which -all external 
appearances-are but a: varniſh, a 
meer pompous ſhew. 

2; Sincerity. is- a hidden- thing, 
lies inward from the Eye of Man 3 
which conſjits in propounding to 
our ſ{clvesa right end, and: having 

right aims inall we do 3 not aſet- 


| ting up ſelf, but that-God may be 


glorified in-us, -and by us, 1n all 
things we are, or do.. 

3- He who is not {incere in- all, 
cannot be ftncere in any. thing be 
knows, os does» If it.bea good 


Conſcience towards God, which 


' carries-On in our way, it muſt be 


univerſal, and. in all. things. we 
know; 


. 
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know 3 NEW Tort to that of the 
Apoſtle, We truſt we have a good 
Conſcience #n all things, willing to 
Ive bon:ftly, Heb. 13. 18. 

. 4+s The ſincere, and unſound- 
hearted, divide the whole World 
of Profeſſors of Chriſtianity z we 
are all the one or other, there is no 


third between theſe, 


'If yon ask, What are the main 
Kifferences, diſtinguiſhing the fin-: 
cerxe from the unfound-hearted, in 
their profeſlion and- praftice of 
Chriſtianity ? 

__ Aiſ. 3. The former i is willing, 
yea, defirouiitiev be ſearched, tryedy 
and fifted to-the bottom, that he: 
may know all that is within him 5 


yea,is thankful ro'any that ſhall be 


helpful to- him in carrying on this 


' Work: and to this Man, the molt 


heart- ſearching way of preaching 
is moſt acceptable 3 and under ſuch. 


1 Mintliry he always chuſes - (it it. 


may be ) to ſettle himſelf; The- 
por is wholly averſe hereto z. ke: 
cannat 
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cannot endure to hear of (clf-exa- 
minationz he muſt not be put 
thcreon, he cannot bear it : and 
therefore removes as far as pollivle 
he can from the more powgrful 
and Soul-ſearching Miniliry. The 
former is willing to come to that 
Light, that himfelf and Works 
may be. made manifeſt, John 3.21. 


The other is afraid of the Li 2bt, 


neither comes be to the Light, If bis 


Deeds fbould be neproved, VEY, 20, 


2. The former is willing: to: 
. ſearch into every Truth, which yet. 


he knows not, and to ſubmie to; 


and lie down underfhe Autho- 


rity and Power of Ttuth ; ſaying, 
with Elibz, Job 34. 


other fears t6 ſearch into ſome 


Fruths, leſt he ſhould be put up- 


on ſomething he hath no mind t653 
All Truths are not for his turn-;, 
but he fays of them, as Ahab of 
Mrcaiah, 1 ;ihy bim, for be never pro- 


4-3 2. That which. 
F fee not teach val me ; aiid if I have + 
done iniquity, I will do.no-move, The 


pheſieth 


_ -- mw. ca 
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pheſieth good "unto me; but always 
evil, 2 Chron. 18.7. 

3. The former ( not lying un- 
der..any felf.condemnings) dares 
make his Appeal to God concern- 
ing the fincerity of his Intentions; 
and. the end he propounds ' ts 
himſelf in all things : ſee this in 
 Hezekiab, Iſa. 38. 3. and alfo 
2 Cor. 1. 12, The other being 
conſcious to himſelf of ſome: way 
of Iniquity walked in > and hence 
condanned- of his own heart in 
- the thing he allows, woald fain 
fly and: hide himfelf (if: it could 
be.) from che All-ſecing Eye of 
God: He dares not appeal, Lord, 
thou knoweſt alt things,” thou knoweſt 
that 1 love thee 5; for the is condem- 
 nedot the contrary in himfelf. 

4 The. former follows on his 
way 1n a dirc& lines not baulking 
his Duty, whatſoever oppolition, 
ſcorn, or hard{hip, he meets with 
from the:icontrary minded, The 
other, if troubles and dangers lie 
before 
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before him, he fetches a compaſs, 
uſes many ſhifts and: evaſions 3 
ſtudies this Art, and theother Qe- 
yice, to {cure from ſufferings; 
which if it will cat do, he wholly 
turns off, and forſakes the Truth, 
rather than he will ſuffer the leaſt 
for its ſake, 

- 5, The former follows on inthe 
way of Righteouſneſs, with reſo» 
lution to Gorlake all for Chriſt, 
and the Goſpel's ſake, if called 
thereto, T E other follows. with 
3 reſerve, he hath his ne plus ultra 
ſet 3 ſo far he will hold: on, but- 
not further 3 he will ſuffer —_—_ 
tor the Truth's ſake, : -- :: 
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- Be often looking inward," try- 
ing and examining . your: own 
Heart, that you may know what 
it is chiefly ſet upon, whether God, 
or any other Object 3 wherein ye 
ſhall hs able to attain a right judg- 
ment of your ſelves, how it is 

with you in-this matter.z 


I. By 


CR) - | 

7. By obfrving -what your” 
Thoughts are plcaſed with, "_ 
exerciſed about 3 theſe are moſt 
there where the Heart is moſt: 
what that loves, and likes belt, 
the Thoughts feed moſi dclight- 
fully upon. And can you fay with 
the Pſalmiſt, My meditation of bins 
ſhall be ſweet; I will be glad in the 
Lord, P(.1.104.34. 

2. By obſerving what you pro- 
miſe your {elves moſt contentment 
in > accounting, it moſt, if not on- 

| ly defirable for making your con- 
dition comfortable and happy. 

3. And what your deſires run 
moſt ſtrongly after: that which 
draws the defires moſt after it, hath 
moſt of the Heart 3 bring this now 
to the matter in hand. What hath ® 
the moſt and ſtrongett defires of 
your Heart running after it ? Hea- 
ven, or Earth God, or the Crea- 
tures? The gracious Heart is much 
known to .himfelf, by the work- 
ing of his deſires 3 _ the more 


God 


30 
God reveals of himſelf to this 
Soul; the mrre are his defires en- 
larged towards God. Now, De< 
{ires- which have their riſe from 
God's revealing himſelf td the 
Soul; Are, 

I. Strong and carneft Deſires 3 
not heartleſs wiſhings, but eager 
breathings out of the Soul atrer_ 
God 3 Pſa).143.6. My Sowl thirſt- 
eth for thee as the thirfly Land, 

2, Delires which can be fatisft- 
ed with nothing but God himſelf; 
My Sowl thirfteth for God, for the 
living God, Pal. 42. 2. & Pſalm. 
63. 1. Oh God, thou' art my God, 
early will 1 ſeek thee, my Soul thirſt- 
eb for thee, 

3. Growing Deſires, which 
- daily encreaſe, and grow fironger 


- and fironger 3 the more we know | 


and enjoy .of God, the- more we 
delire after him 3 Spiritual taſtings 
beget, and draw out in the Soul 
more earneſt longings.. 


4. Deſires 
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4. Deſires which reach as far as 
Heaven : nothing below Heaven 
nothing leſs than God .in Heaven 
will ſatisfy : hom have I-in Hea- 
ven but thee? Plal.73 25. 

Dreft. It may be here asked, 
Whether an unregenerate, and meer © 
carnal Mind, may not defire after 
Heaven, as well 45. a truly gracions 
Soul ? . 

Anſ. Yea, "a upon a different 


\ - account, vis. 1. The former de- 


fires Heaven, ado he can keep 


\. * his Sin no longer; the other, be- 


a he would lin no more. 

. The one defires Heaven only 
as a relive againlt Hcll 3 the 0- 
ther as a place and ſtate wherein 


| | - he ſhall bepertededin Holineſs. 


3. The one defires Happineſs 
| hereafter, not Holinefs here he 
would ( with Balaam_} be : happy 
in his Death, but minds not holj- 
nefs tn his Life. - The other delires 
Hotmeſs here, as well as Happi- 
nets hereafter ; z yea, he defires Ho- 
lineſs 
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lincſs as a great part of his Hap- 

pincſs, both here and hereafter. 
Dire&ion 10. 

Let not any thing whatſoever 
ſteal away your Hearts from God : 
Nothing is worthy your Aﬀections 
but God himſelf 3 Let bim have 
your Heart, your whole Heart ; (ay- 
Ing, with the Pſalmift, Whom bave 
Lin Heaven but thee * And there is 
none on Earth that T defire beſides 
thee, Pal. 73. 25. Account not 
any thing here below worthy a let- 
ting out your Hearts thereto; It 
is God we are to love with all our 
Heart, and with all our Sonl, 
Dex. 30. 6. and all things elſe in 
ſubordination to him to lbve or 
' delight in any thing more than, or 
equal with God, is to commit 
ſpiritual Idolatry with the Crea- 
ture 3 yea, goes upon Scripture 
account for hating of God, Matth. 
6.24. John 3. 19, 20. be afraid 
therefore of bearing that black 
CharaQer, Lovers of pleaſure, more 


than 
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than lovers of G4? 2 Tim. 3. 4. 


Deſt, If you ak, Who are 
theſe £ 

I Anſwerz 1. Such who ſec 
light. by Heaven, the Joys = 
Glory thereof, in compariſon of 
the Pleaſures and Profits of this 
World 3 who account theſe things 
as their chick Good, as it all hap- 
pineſs were laid up ;in, them, deli- 
ring no othgr Heaven 3 they pro- 
miſe themſelves much of comfort 
and contentment incarthly things, 
accounting, them chiefly, if .not 
only deſirable,to render them truly 


happy. 
2, Who will venture the for- 


} feiting, and loſs of the Love and 
| Favourof God to all eternity, ra- 


ther than they will deny- them- 
{clves in the, fioful ne 2h and 
Profits- of this .World, even; the 
leaft thing which is pleaſing. to 
their ſenſual Appetite, and which 
the Heart hankereafter. Ang theſe 

- are ſuch, 


S -: 2. Who 
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3. Who think there is not e- 
nough in God . and Heaven to 
make them truly and fully happy 
without theſe 3 as if Heaven could _ 
not be Heaven, unleſs they might - 
there find, and have their fhll ef 
earthly delights, and ſenſual plea- 
ſures. 

4. Who account not any pains 
too much; nor time too long, that 
is fpent in the Pleaſures and Pro- | 
fits of the World 3 but the leaſt * 
pains too great, and time too long, 

. that is ſpent in minding the Con- 
cerns of Eternity : the longeſt day Þ 
is not long enough for ferving 
their Pleaſures, or following their 
worldly Gain 3 but the ſhorteſt 
time ſeems over long to be ſpent. 
in ſeeking after further acquain- 
tance with, and 'knowledg ' of 
God4 they are never weary in + 
purfuing Ges this World, but 
preſently tired in minding Hea- | 
venly Things: which ſpeaks them | 
who have not ſet their affei- | 

ons .' 
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ons on chings Above, bat on- the | 
Earth, contrary tqQ what the Apo- 
file exhorts, Col. 3.2, and there- 
fore lying under this black Charge, 
Lovers of Pleaſures, more than lg- 


vers of God. 


. 


Dire(ion 11. 


Firmly reſolve to make the righ- 
SY tcous Law of God your Rule in 
' all your ways: Keep cloſe hereto 
have your Eye always hereon, 
making the Teſtimonies of God 
your delight, and Counſeliors, 
Pſalm. 119. 24. Reſolve againft 
Sin 3 reſolve a ſtirring up to Holi- 
"neſs in all manner of Converſati- 
on.: It is the property of every 
. gracious Heart, a reſolving to keep 
* the Commandments of his God. 
David manifeſts much of - this 
frame of Heart, in'P/al. 119. and 
elſewhere. | He reſolves, and joins 
Prayer with his Reſolution, v. 8. 


| 


D 2 For, 


FR =. 
For, 1, he well knew the 


temptations he was in danger of 
being hindred by 3 and therefore 


looks -up-unto:God, by Prayer, for | 


aſſiſtance, 

2, 'He was ſenſible of his own 
inability, and great weakneſs, and 
therefore begs ſirength and up- 
holdings, :verſc 11 7. 
3, He :knew that 'no preſent 
meaſure of Grace, already recei- 


ved, would be ſufficient to bear 


«up againſt new and fironger temp- 
tations aſſaulting, without renew= 
£d, and-daily ſupplies of Grace gi- 
ven in from God, 

| Quelt. Are Reſo'utions of this 
Nature an infallible ſign of Grace in 
the Heart ? 

Anſw. Not: all kind of Reſale | 
tions, viz. 1. Not forced Reſolu- # 
tions, made under a:ſence of ſome 
preſent ſmart. 2. Nathalty Re- 


Y 


ſolutions, taken up without ſexi- 4 


ous deliberation. Nos, 3. Reſo- 
Lutions made in the confidence of 


our «4 


” 
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_ - Chriſtian Dsties, they reſolve for 
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our own- ſtrength 3-ſuch as theſe 
are ſ{cldom ſound or. long-lived ::_ 
And. here ( becauſe ſome are apt 
to pleaſe themſelves, as having. - 
arrived. to. this gracious frame,. 
while they lie under-groſs miſtakes 
of themſelves, in this point. ) 

I ſhall add a: few things for diſ- 
covery of the falſhood of. many 
Mens Reſolutions in this Matter 5- 
which will appear. in theſe. Parti-- 
culars. : 

I.. Being cither divided Reſolu- 
tions, : and this both in reſpect of: 
Sin, and alſo of Dzty..- As for: 


ſome, and accordingly, go on in: 
the praice thereof 3. but reſolve 
as: much. againſt, other, and ac-- 
cording]ly caſt off all care of be- 
ing found in ſuch a practice ; 
That part of Chriſtianity and Re+ 
ligion which is viſible before Men, 
and tends to te getting applauſe, - 
and a Name before others, they. 
D 3 


arc. 
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are very zealous for, and forward 
in : but what hath. not this Re- 
ward following it, they little 
mind 3 they doall their Works to 
be {cen of Men ; arc ſomething in 
publick, but not the ſame in prt- 
vate: Yea, Heart-work, which 
molt concerns them, they moſt 
neglect 3 they are to 1 dthing more 
averſe, than to a fcrious examin- 
tng, ſearching, and trying their 
own Hearts 3 this they will not be 
perſwaded to, but reſolve 2gainft ; 
Self-guiltineſs will not ſuffer them 
to. be much at home 3 they fear 
DOG tnto- their own Secrets, 
and calling themſelves to an ac- 
count of their Wayes, leſt their 
Hearts ſhould condemn them. 
And for Sin, they firongly reſolve 
againli fore, and as nec ecfatve 
for other: Ic is no hard mattcr i© 
perſ{wade them againlt ſome ways 
of fin. z -yea, of themſelves 'they 
xcprove and condemn. them 3 bue 


tur 


oh Va, 
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for | (ome other they will not be 


perſwaded againſt ; Drunkenneſs, 
Whoring, "Stealing, even a!l apem. 
prophaneneſs, and immorality 3 


who greater Encmies againſt than: 
"they? but ſome other ways of 


wickedneſs, which: appear not to. 
all. ſo notorious 3 yea, which none: 


can accuſe them of, or charge them 
with, but God and their own- 


Conſcience, they make light of 5 
{o far from rcfolving againlt, that 
they will rather plead. for, at leaſt 


extenuate, mince, and leſſen, as- 


no fuch great matter 3 ſecret pride, 
thought-Wantonneſs, Heart-cove- 
touſnels, inward Envy, Malice, 


Heart-revenge, they will not ceaſe. 
from, or be perſwaded into hard 


- thoughts of : And can an allow- 
[© ing our ſelves in any known way. 


of tin, (though never ſo ſecret) 
conlilt with a being in a [tate of: 
Grace? Ccrtainly no; a_fjite: of 
Grace, andan allowed walking in: 


. any one known way. of fin, are! 


D 4 w: olly. 
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wholly inconſiſtent, even as Light 
and Darknefs, Which will appear 
from hence 3 | 
I. A walking allowedly in any 
way of ſin, againſt. the Word, and 
Conſcience, forbidding it, and 
commanding the contrary, 1s a 
_ clear Argument of a carnal mind- 
prevailing in that Perſon 3 and: 
the carnal mind ( the Apoſtle tells 
us) is cnmity againſt God, Rom, 
8.7. And can enmity againſt God, 
and being.in a fiateof Gracc,agree 
Or | ROY Wy habe 

2. Where the Work of Grace 
is paſſed upon the Heart, there is: 
the hatred of every known evil- 
way > Pſalm. 119. 104. Through: 
thy Precepts I have: gotten underſtand. 
ing ; therefore I bate every falſe way. *. 
Now he hates not all that he al-: 
lows himſelf in but one way 
known to be evil. 
3. . Upon the ſame account that 
any ane. allows himſelf. in one- 
known way of Sin;he would ouny 

an 
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and follow on in all other :way s of 
« Wickedneſs, were there the via 
/ motive to induce him to all as to 
one : For he that hates not all 
known to him to be fins, hates- 
none. truly, 

Becauſe, 4. did we-diflike, and: 
hate any one ſin upon a right ac- 
count, viz, as it is diſpleaſing,and- 
contrary to God,. we could not © 
but hate all upon the ſame-ac- 
| count becauſe one as well as a-: 
nother, the leaſt as well as the 
greateſi, is hatcful and diſpleafing . 
unto God, 

- But may ſome fay ;- Thouph we 
bave*our Seakueler, "c from "which 
none are free while. in the Body) yet 
we do not walk, allowedly in any: 
known evil way. 

Anſw. It is well, it what thou - 
ſayeſt have truth in it :. But if ſo, 
1-  Whence is it thou ſitteſt fo un- 
i _ eafic under the' preaching of. the 

Word ; when it. meets with, and - 
reproves thy iniquity, thy ad 
IJ at - 
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lar way of finning,ina meer ſpecial 
' Thanner * 
2, Whence is if, that when thy 
particular (in is reproved, and {po- 
Hen- againft, thou halt ſo many 
evalions, and ſtarting holes to- 
g0out-atz fo Many pleas and co- 
verts forthy ſin ?-all thy ways ſeem- 
rizht in thy own Eyes. 

3. Whence is It: thou doſt fo- 
excuſe thy fin in the ſecret of thy- 
FThoughts3 ſo mince and cxteriu-- 
ate it, asa-very ſmall matter, that: 
nothing will bring thee to an in- 
gennous confeſſon of it before 
God, begging pardon for-it, and 
ſtrength againli it ? 

I]. . The falſhood of the Reſolu- 
. tions” of many, appears in their 
being faint, weak;, and heartleſs. 
Reſolutions : they reſolve as it 
they cared 'not whether they did 
it or no: Being Reſolutions, | 

1- Without Endeayours, and 
hearty firivings anſwerable there= 
Os by 

2. With- 
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2, Without Peayer for . Divihe 
Aftiiance, they axe pray crleſs'Re»? 
ſolutions. 

2. Without watchfulneſs agaiyſt 
that whith might hinder. them in- 
in the performance of their Du-t 
ly. | 

IH. The Galhood: of others | ap=, 


pears, in that their Reſolutions are: 


very wavering and unſetled, no lta-; 
bility or ſtedtafinefs in'them 3 they: 
reſolve one thing to day, another 
to: morrow3 as the Place, the. 


Times, the Company they con-. 


verſe with; are, ſuch are.they'> un- 
fable as the Water, being far: 
from that, Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmove- 
able, always abounding. in theWork, 
of. the Lord, 1. Cor:15:58: kD 
TV. The ſlaviſhneſs of- others i in; 
their Reſolutions, ſpeaks'theirun= 
ſoundneſs 3 . being ſuch who NEVER: 
reſolve (in this Mafter:) but when, 
the fear of Death;. and :Hell,: fols,: 
lowing thereon,. wrells 1t hom 


tHem. . 
Quet,. 
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Queſt. Whence might we know the 
Trutbof our Reſolutions in this mat- 
ter 
\. Fnf. 1, When the riſe of them 
is from an high eſteem of the 
Righteous Law of God, our 
Judgment approves it as moſt ex- 
cefent, ſetting an high price and 
value upon it. Thus we tind Da- 
vid prizing the Law of his God 3 
Pfalm. 119.72. © The Law of thy 
Mouth is- bettcy to me than thouſands : 
of - Gold. and Silver : And this es: 
fieem David had not for ſome part 
only, but for the whole Law of 
his Cod ; v.128. Therefore T efteem 
. all thy Precepts concerning all things, 
to be ripht, &c- 
2, Froma Love to, and delight, 
in the Law of God; O how I love 
thy Law ! it is my meditation all 
the day, Pſal.119.97. and verſsl9 
My Sox! hath kept thy Teſtimonies, 
and I love them exceedingly. David 
ſpeaks oft in this P/a/mz of his 
Loye to, and delight in ms 
© 


. 
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of God: and that which renders 
iſo much the.defire and delight of 
his Soul, which cauſes his ſo great 
eſteem for it, and love to it, is the 


purity and holineſs cf it 3 ver. 140. 


Thy Word i very pure, therefore thy 
Servant loves it. ' 

.. 3, From a deſire to live always 
in bleſſed communion with God 3 
which no Soul can aſſure himſelf 
of, but as walking in the way of 
God's Righteous Commandmentsz- 
Thou meeteſt bim that rejiceth, and. 
worketh Righteouſneſs, 111.64.5, © 


Diredion 12. 


Having reſolved (as in the for- 
mer). iniprove this Reſolution 
as a preſervative apainſt Sin, and 
an help to carry on in way of Du- 
tyz make one Chriſtian pradlice a 
means #0. further, and help on in ang- 
ther, former Reſolutiois to help 
againlt preſent Temptations, 

If any ask, How is this 2 be done ? 


I 
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Tanſwer, firftt, Keep'up in thy 
mind the remembrance of what 
thou haſt reſolved 3. oft think 
tnereon 3 and whenſoever temp- 
'ted, remind thy ' ſelf what. hath: 
paſſed of this nature in thine own: 
Heart, when thou haſt been in ſe-- 
cret before God : Phou haſt vow-- 
cd,. and ſeriouſly refolved, in thy 
ſecret Prayer unto God,. not to- 
give. way, nor hearken-again to 
ſach, or ſuch a-temptation. Op-- 
poſe now, (when affaulted afreſh). 
oppoſe the preſent temptation» 
with thy former reſolution, till 
continuing thy prayer-to God for: 
aſliſtance, and renewed ſtrength, 
that thou mayeft ſay with David, 
TI bave ſworn, and T' will perform 
it, that I will keep thy righteous: 
Fudpments; Plal.119.106- _ 

_ 2, Plead with thy Heart ( when: 
again tempted) a pre-ingagement: 
co-the contrary 3 by virtue of-a- 


former reſolution to keep-the: -. 


Commands: of: "y God 3 and ſay, 


- with. - | 


mm AI 
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with Foſeph, Her! ſhall T do thy, 
and fin Aaiſ God 2. -Plead once 
and again with thy Heart 3 How 
noworthy a thing it is,. and how 
unbecoming ſacha Perſon as-thou; 
( who- profeflelt a making Con- 
ſcience of thy ways): to- be falſe 
ro thy Refolutions, and nnfaichs 


tubtothy Engayements. 


3.. If the Temptation ſtill folz 
low thee,. then remember, and 
plead .it alſo with'thy Heart, the 


' preſence of God with theez- his 


Eye being upon thee, - both when 
thou refolvedſi formerly, and now 
when: thou are again tempted : 

often ſay to thy Heart, The ways 
of Man are- before the Eyes of tbe 
Lord, Prov. 4. 2%. Let that of 
Hagar never-be forgotten, but al». 
ways: be upon thy Heart, yea, as 
ſounding in thy . ears3. Thow God: 
ſeeſt me, Gen.16.13.. = 


\ 


WES 6 
: .. Direflion 


(88) v 
DireGion I3» 


Shun whatſoever Company may 
be a ſnare, hindering ' your - courſe- 
Heavenward 3. and drawing off. 
from faithfulneſs. to your Reſolu- 
ticns, in following the Lord ful- 
ly : Remember that bf David; 

Depart from me ye evil doefs, for T 
will keep the. Commands of my God, 

Pſalm. 119, 115, It greatly con- 
cerns to be careful what Company. 
we chuſe to walk with 3- that they. 
be ſach who may further, not hin- 
der us in our Chrittian- courſe 
ſuch that may not. provoke to Sin, 
but: to Love, and good Works, 
Heb. 10. 24. The Man is much 
known by the Company he chules 
and dclights inz of whom we 
may ceridlaly ſay, Such the Com-- 
pany, ſuch the Man ; And there- 
fore in the choice. of your Company 
I. Prefer Grace. in the Perſon be- 
fore Wealth, of. Greatneſs mw 
[ 
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the World. 2. Before any worldly 
Advantage you . may get by ſuch 


' Company. Yea, 3. before Gifts 


and Parts: Value Gitts in whom- 
ſoever, but ever prefer Grace in 
ſuch you chuſe to aſſociate with, 


- and make. your Intimates. Let 


David's choice in this Matter, be 


your Copy to write afierz and 
; . that, I. in the Company you 
'chuſe to walk with 3 Pſalm. x19. 


79. Let thoſe that fear thee, turn. 
wntome, and thoſe that have known 


thy: Teſtimonies, 2. In; the Coms' 


pany ye refuſe 3 according to that. 


now mentioned; : Depart from me 


ye.evil doers : Whence may be no+ 
ted, . That.evil Doers are no pro: 
per company for real Saints, 
It ithe asked, What 1 meant by 
the one, what by the other ? 
LAnkeers By evil Doers, un» 
derfſtand we Men- of looſe Prins. 
ciples, and an evil Practice. Their 
Characters are theſe: + 
I, An TOS the Light, many. 
0 


(90 ) 


of its diſcovering property, and 
making all things manifeſt 3 Joh. 


3. 20, He that doth evil, hates the 
Light 3 n:ither comes he to the Light, 


left bis Deeds ſhould be reproved, 


2, Aderiding at ſeriouſneſs in 
Rc ligion 3 making a ſcoff, and a 
ſcorn, both at Seriouſneſs, and 
{crious Ones: A Form ſome of 
them cannot live without, but the 
Power of Godlineſs they deny 3 
from ſuch turn away, 2 Tim.3.5. 

- 3, Acalting the Word behind 
them, and refuſing to.make it their 
Rule, Pſal.50.16,17.- 

By real Saints is meant, one” | 


. that is indeed what he appears, 


» OY IO " 


and makes ſhew of before others. 


Their CharacRter's thus:  - 
' 1, Fhey hate Sin as Sin, wz. 
as diſpleaſing unto God, and con» 
trary to his Holineſs 3 and there- 
fore hate every evil: way, yea, 
Heart fins as welt. as Life fins, 
the fin of Thouphts,/-as well as 


Actions : I hate vain Thoughts, &c. 


Ff.1 19.113. 2, They 


" 
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2, They take not up their reſt 
In any degree of Grace, and ſpiri- 
tual Attainments aJready arrived 
to, bnt are ſtill preſſing on 'to 


_ what is before, Phil. 3. 12, 13, 
JI&-- * 


3. They -chuſe "Holineſs; + not. 
out of neceflity, but out of a real 


| loye, and. liking of it 3 not only 


as a way fo happineſs, but as part 


of their bleſſedneſs. 


Now the former are not proper . 
Company for thele latter z be- 


_ cauſe, 


1. They are Perſons. of diſi- 
rectn g Principtes. 
2. Of acontrary practice. 
3- Of differing Ends and Aims 
which they propound to herh- 
ſelves. 


Direttion 1 "* 


* Take heed 6f giving way to a 
Hozhful and ſlvggith Spirit, in do- 
_ ing 


(92) 
ing the Commandments of: your 
God -3 Be not. ſlothful in buſineſs, 
but: fervent in Spirit, ſerving be. 
Lord; Rom. 12: 11,. Play not 
with Religion, neither. give way: 
toa ſpirit of: Indifferency. 3. being. 
Religious, as- if you. cared not 
whether: ye . were ſo oft no :. Do. 
not what you are convinced of, 
and. know to be your Duty, by. 
halves, nor with lightneſs, as. 
being indifferent whether: ye do 
it or no; but according..to that. . \ 
of Solomon, Whatſoever thy band 
findeth-to da, do it with thy might,” 

' FEcclef. 9. 10. It is not enough 

to do the Commandments of our 
God, but we muſt give diligence 
therein 3. Thow haſt commanded us to 
keep thy Precepts diligently, Pſalm. 

119. 4. | 

And this, 1.. with an impartial 
diligence, looking to all that God 

hath ok Meas. > Then ſhall 1 


not be aſhamed, when. T have refpe@® 
#9 


® 
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ito all thy Commandments, Pſalm. 
I 19. 6. 

2, With a diligence, without 
weariſomneſs, or accounting: the 
Commandments 'of God - grie- 
vous; L John5.3. This is the love 
-0f God, that we keep bis Commiand« 
"ments, and big Commandments are 

tut grievonis. 
3. With a conſtant diligence, 
not giving .over, or fainting in 
our way: It is not enough to be- 
| gin wellz/there muſt be perſeve- 

— and holding on to the end, 
{ - to the laſt of our days: 7 have 
enclined my heart to perform thy Sta- 
tutes always, even to-the end, Pal. 
119. I 120 * : 


i. ER Ma” 
ay 


| | Diredion 15, 


| Make it your care to abound, 
and be fruitful in-every good work, 
Col. 1. 109, But take. heed of 
truſting to, or putting confidence 


in 
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in your own Work. Be filled with 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Phil. 1.1 1: 
but go not about ( as Iſrael of old ) 
to eſtabliſh your own Righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 10. 3. Ittsa miltake, that 
moſi Men ( through !gnorance ) 
are prone to, and apt to be loſt 
in: They are no ſooner convinced 
of their fin, and danger by reaſon 
of fin : but they preſently think 
of the firſt Covenant, 'and of 
working out their way into life, 
and bleſſedneſs, by a righteouſneſs 
of their own, in conform to the Law 
of Works : which is altogether 
impoſſible, and who ſo ſecks in 
_ this way, ſhall certainly periſh in 
their lin. 8 
For, 1. the Law requires both 
a ſinleſs Perſon, and a perfe? 
Work,as to every tittle, both Sub- 
ſtance and Circumſtance 3 either per=- 
fe&t Righteouſnes muſtbe ougnt 
Or no ts ra 


2, The 


Pn © SRD 

2, The Law knows nothing of 
Repentance, or- forgiveneſs of ſin: 
It mentions no Mercy, preaches 
nothing of Remiſſion, or pardon, 
to any having inned. : 

Yea, 3. there lies the dreadful 
Curſe between Man fallen, and the 
promiſe of Life 3 Crrſed is every | 
_ one, that continues not in every thing, 
Gal. 3. 10, The Law (conft- 
dered as a Covenant of Works ) 
preaches no other to the Sinner, 
but thou haſt ſinned, and thou ſhalt 
die: fothat all ſuch who go about 
to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſeek after Life in the 
Law of Works, do, initead of 
winding themſelves out, work 
themſelves more under the Curſe 3 
For as many as are of the Works of 
the Law, are under the FROne, Gal. 

10. 

Mn Dueft, Whoare now found yn- 


der this Miftake, of feabliſhing 
#heir own nies. atc a the 


Anſw. 


(-96) | 
Anfw. 1, Such who ſet up 
their own Works in the room of 
Chrift, and his mediatory Righte- 
ouſneſs 3 aſcribing that to Chari- 
ty, or Alms-deeds, to their re- 
'pentance and forrow for fin, to 
their Prayers,” Tears, and Humi- 
liations, which only belongs to the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt's Death, "and 
Blood-ſhed, viz. a Virtue to purge 
away Sin 5 rgecting that of the 
Apoſtle, 1 Fohn 1. 1,7. And the 
Blood of Feſus Cir bis Son, cleanſ- 
eth from all fin. 

2. Who look upon Chriſt com- 
ing to 'be a Saviour only by his 
DoGtrine and Example 3 which is 
not indeed*to be a Saviour, but to 
teach us to be our own Savi- 
OUTIS. 

'  3- Who think, by a preſent 
working Righteouſneſs, to "> 
amends for all former Miſcarria- 
es3 and hereby to work them- 
elves again into the love and fa- 
' Your of God, 4s Who 
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4: Who look upon their work- 
ing Righteouſneſs, as that which 
makes the Promiſe a due Deb un- 
to them for. their Works ſake 5 
yea, ſo highly value their own 
Work, and Righteouſneſs, that 
they think God ſhould be unjuſt 
to Iv" and do them wrong, if 


he do not reward it with Heaven 


it ſelf, 
;> Diredion 16. 


_ Expet not receiving Covenant» 
Mercies from God, but in a Cove- 
nant way, and upon * Covenant 
Terms : To hope for forgivcheſs 


of Sin here, and for Life and Sal- 


vation hereafter, by an abſolute 
Promiſe, and not from a conditio= 

nal Covenant, is meerly to dream 
on things of the greateſt concern» 
ment, calling our own Miſtakes 
by the name of Truth, which 
lies wholly on the other hand 3 
E to 
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to look for thoſe good things pro- 
miſed in the New Covenant, with- 
out performance of the Conditi- 
ons whereupon they are promiſed 
what is it but giving way to a 
ſtrange Deluſion, and to endanger 
the loſs of our precious and im- 
mortal Souls, through willing 
Miſtakes ? For rectifying our 
Judgments herein, let theſe things 
be minded by us. 

1. God pardifhs Sin ( which is 
a Covenant-Mercy ) to none, but 
thoſe for whom Chriſt died : and 
Hence the lapſed and fallen Angels 
are, for cver fhut out: from all 
hope, being thoſe for whom Chrift 
died not. » | 


. © 2. God doth not pardon Sin to 


any, nor beſtow Life and Salva- 
tion upon any of the Sons of 4- 
Alarm, meerly and alone upon the 
account of Chriſt's Death, or - 
barely,and only becauſe Chrift died 
for them. 


' But, ' I 
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But, 3. upon the account of 
chat New Covenant which God 
hath made with Man in; Chriſt, 
called by the Apoſile, 'A Covenant 
confirmed of God. in Chriſt, Gal: 3. 
17. Now according to this Co- 
venant, God doth, for Chriſt's 


lake, Epbeſ” 4432+ pardan Iniquity 


and Sin. 


4. This. Covenant hath tm 
afixed to it, which muſt be per- 
formed on Man's part, elſe cannot 
he look to be partaker of what is 


| promiſed on God's part. 


5- The' Terms, or Conditions 
required, -in this Covenant, on 
Man's part, are, Faith in Chrift, 
( being a praQical belict of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt ) in conjunction 
with hearty and unfcigned repen- 
Lance. 

6, Thoſe ks truly beBeve, H 
and repent, may, and none others | 
can afſure themſelves of Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs, of eternal Life 

—— and 
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and Bleſſedneſs, according to the 
Goſpel Covenant. The Scripture 
is plain and full for both : ſee for 
the Negative, that none others 
can, Luke 13.3. Fobn 3.3. 1 Cor: 
6, 9. And for the Afrmative, 
thoſe who may aſſure themſelves 
of thoſe things promiſed 3 ſee Iſa. 
55.7. where we find Pardon and . 
Repentance joined together 3 the 
Bleſſing promiſed, and the Con- 
dition upon which as alſo AG&s 
Z+ 19. CC $e31. * 

And for eternal Lite, and Ble(- 


ſedneſs hereafter, we find it (all 
along throughout the Scripture ) 
entailed to true Faith in Chr; 
2iZ, a working, practical Faith, 
which includes in it true Repen- 
tance, Jobn 3. 14,15,16. & 6.40. 
AF qo12. & 16.31, 


Fe Diredion 
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Be therefore warned againſt 
that vain. and falſe hope of igno- 
rant Ones 3. who ſpeak hopetul- 
ly, yea confidently, . of their wel- 
fare hereafter 3 of Heaven. and 
 Blefſednefs when they go hence: 
They make. no- doubt of Happi- 
neſs after this ,Lifez and yet can 
bf no ſolid Reaſon or Ground 
for this their. hope, unleſs groſs 
miſtakes about the Mercies of 


God; ox the Death of Chrift, As 


if the Mercy of God in ſaving 
Sinners, ſhould be as large as his 
Power in creating Man 3 and 
therefore bear up themſelves, that 
becauſe God made them, he will 
certainly (ave them : fo direaly 
contrary to that Iſa, 27. 11. They 
are a: People of no- underſtanding, 


therefore he that made them will not 


ſave them ;' and- he that formed them, 


K 3, will 


f 
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will ſhew them no favonr. Or, as 
if Chriſt died to fave all Men uni- 
verſally, be they what they will 3 
| or at leaft to Eve ſome boliite- 

| Both diret contzary to the 
raadad Things of Grace in the 
Scripture of Truth z which ſpeak 
of Chrift being given of the Fa- 
ther > not that all z#niverſally, nor 
yet that any particulas Perſons 
abſolntely ſhould be fived 3 but that 
whoſoever believeth in bim, ſhould not 
periſh, but have etencts. þ Life, 
John 3. 16. 


Queſt. What # that vain and 
falſe Hope, whereby many deceive 
themſelves, and which yore warn us 
againſt ? 


Anſw. I. That which is beſide, 
yea, contrary to the Rule, having, 
nothing to bear it up from the 
Holy Crlptures contrary to: that 
Hope the Apoſtle (peaks of , 


Roms. 


It 


' 


f 


pent, , ye ſhall all. likew 


-". T_— 
Rom. 15. 4. and herein Men ate 
found guilty, | _'y 

( 1.) By hoping, :contrary to- 
what they believe z they believe 
that our Saviour ſpeaks truth, in 
that of Like 13. 3. Except ye re- 
iſe periſh x 
and yet hope for Salvation in, the 
ncgle& of Repentance. They 
fubſcribe to that of the Apoſtle as 


a Truth 3 Without Holineſs no Man 
ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb, 12- 14. 


and yet hope for Heaven when 
they die, although they neglea, 
yea, deſpiſe Holineſs while they 
live. They believe the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks Truth, when he tells them, 
The znrighteous ſhall not inherit the: 
Kingdom. of God, 1 Cor. 6, 9, 10, 
atd:yet they hope ( notwithitand- 


.ing found among theſe unrighte- 


ous Ones) to inherit the King= 

dom when-they die. 
( 2. ) By hoping; contrary to 
what was the the end of Chriſt being: 
K 4 + gwen 
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given to die for Sinners : Chriſt Aid 


not dic to ſave Perſons from the 
_-Gurſe and Wrath to come, and 
they 


hope ) but to ſave- from Sin, 'that 
ſo the Curſe _— not over- 
take. - 

C 3.) By hoping, contrary to 
the Surg 6. Fr in the 
Word, God hath faid, He will by 
no means clear the Gailty, Exod: 
34-7. And the Apoſtle tells us, 
The Wrath of God is revealed from- 
Heaven, againſt all ungodlineſs and 
wunrighteouſneſs, &c. and yet theſe 
hope the contrary, and bear up. 
rhemfelves that this fhall not 
come, yea, that it ſhall go welb 
with them at lalt, ( becauſe Go# 


15 merciful) notwithlla: ding they » 


continue, and go on in their un- 
righteous,and ungodly courſe {iill, 
_ Eventto the end. 


Res | The 


| fill live in Sin, ( which is 
he thing thefe Men defire and 


. 
. 
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The having alwayes a- Conſcienge 
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- Fheſum of this firſt Particular: 
comes to this;. viz. It-1s a vain: 
Hope which looks after: another: 
kind of Salvation, than what God 


- hath promiſed, or- Chrift purcha- 


ſed, viz. a Salvation from hs Ef-- 
tet, but not from the Cauſe; 
from the Curſe, and Damnation, 


but not-from Sins a being, ſaved 


from the fear-of: Wrath to come, 
that ſo they might go on with-- 
out fear: in their: courſe of. Sin 
ſti]L 
2, It isa vain and falſe Hope, 
which leads:not up to a ptrifying 
the Heart 3. 1 John 3.3. Every one 
that bath this Hope, purifieth x 
ſelf, even as-he is pure. 
3. It is a.falfſe Hope. which is 
without the fear of God in the lame 
Heart. - 
_ And, 4.. which neakicts that 
which was the Apoſile's- continu- 
al, .and every days cxerciſe, . vize- 


vWigt 


7. $0 | 
0a of | offence towards God, and to- 
wards Many, Acts 24. 16. Itis 
not good Hope through Grace, 
( as the Apoſtle calls it, 2 Thefſ. 2. 
16.) -whictt is not in conjunction: 
with both theſe, viz. 

F. Fhe Fear of God, teaching 
to hate Evil, Prov.8.13. 

And, 2. 4 good Conſcience in 
all things, milling to live honeſtly, 
Heb. 13. 18. 


Diredtion 18. | 8 


_ TI. Beyin every day-in ſerious 
Prayer unto: God 3. negle& it not, 
felt one neglect draws on. ano- 
ther 3. till (at length-)- broughe 
wholly to- reſtrain Prayer before 
God. doe 
And, 2. continue to watchover 
your Hearts all day after 3 remem=- 
- bring that of Solomon, Keep thy 
Heart with all. diligence, Prov. 3» 
246 7 | 


we 


SEE \ — - JA 
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We are never. in more dangers. 
than when neglective here, lying 
open ( at that time )- to evyery- 
afſault the Enemy ſhall make up-- 
on us3- being upon our: watch, 
we cannot be ſurprized 3- becauſe 
then-in a poſture of defence, and: 
ready to make reſiſtance againſt 


the Enemy :. Nothing a greater- 


help, and furtherance to. a:Chri-- 
ſtian,. through his whole courſe, 
than a: conſtant maintaining. his- 


Watch. 


For inſtance 3-Wouldſtthou-not 
be led into temptation ? * Hearken- 
then to our: Saviexr's Counſtl 3: 
Watch and pray, that ye- enter- not: 
ento temptation, Mat.26.4.1.. ; 
Wouldeſt thou not be ſurprized- 
by Death, or-the laſt fadkmont | 2 
Be upon thy. watch, Revel, 16+. 
I J> 

 wouldit thou not: have Siptans 


Cat any time ) prevail; or-get ad-- 


vantage againſt. thee ?* Be. upon: 


thy” 


+ 
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thy watch, '1 Pet. 5. 8. | 
' Wouldſt thou not be led away 
from the Truth by any Decciver * 
Be upon thy watch, 2 Tim. 4. 
&, 5» 
- Wouldſt thou ſtand: faſt in the 
Faith, be ſedfalt and immovable 
ro the end ? Be on thy watch : 
Waich ye, ftand faſt in he F aith, 
IX Cor.16.12. - 

Yea, watch, that ye may ſtand 
faſt 3, for none can aſſure them- 
halves of ſtanding faſt, without. a 
confcientious care to uphold and; 
maintain their Watch. 


IF you ask, Phat: is 2he proper 
'L 0 of the Chriſtian W atche 
man # 


F. anfwer, 1. To obſerve, and 
take notice of every thought and 


motion that rifes up in the Heart, 


$0.1et nothing paſs unobſerved. 


2+. To. 


% 


$ 
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2. To examine, and call'to the 


| Bar, all ſuſpicious Thoughts, and 


Motions, riſing up, or.darted in 3. 
that we may know. what they are, 
whence they come, and whithcer 
they tend. 


+ 3. To keep a guard and fence 


upon the Heart, aganiſt whatſo- 


ever Enemies would make an en-« 


trance.. Dauid prays that God 
would ſet a watch before his 
Mouth, and alſo -kecp his Heart 
from evil; in Pſal. 141. 3, 4. Set' 


 awatch, O Lord, beforemy Mouth; 
keep the doors of my Lips : encline 


not my Heazt:to any eul. thing, &c... 
- In brief; The Work: of every. 
Spiritual and Chriſtian Watchman 
is, ſeriouſly to obſerve, and take 
notice of, his. Heart, and. all his 
Ways 3. to ſee that-his ways are 
ſuch. which God approves, and 
that his. Heart be uprighta thoſe 


Ways. | 


F Diredion 


(vio); '- 


Direction 19. 


Be much; and ſerious in mind- 
ing the Concerns of your- precious: 
and immortal: Souls : Let it be. 
the main, and chief of: your care, 
( while yet ye have time) to- 
know how it ſtands between God: 
- and-your own Souls; what your 
Eſtate now-is, and what: it ſhall 
be hereafter 3 how. it is with you 
for the preſent, and how: it thall 
be with you to Eternity, when. 
you po hence, and ſhall be no: 
more to converſe with Man on 
Earth. The Apoſtle exhorts, Give- 
diligence, to make your Calling and 
Ele@ion ſure, 2 Pet. 1.10,, We 
can never be. too diligent, or-too- 
ferious in this Matter, as being oft 
neareſt and greateſt concernment. | 
to us. $And to prels: you hereto, 
remember 5. 


_ Is That: 


. Vo E. 
 — 
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7, That the Soul: is fat more 


precious. than the Body, yea, than. 


all the World befide : nothing to- 
be compared with-it + nothing of 
this World of cqual. worth to it 3 
and the loſs of it never to be re- 
appr What will it rofit a Man, 

t) gain the whole World, and to loſe 
his own. Soul £ 


2. Soul. Concerns are for Eter- 


nity. not for a Day, a Month, a 
Year, but for ever. 


. 3. Fhere is no fiafon of Grace 
to be expected after this Life 3 no 
Day, Hour, or Moment, to be - 
looked for, or granted to. us; for 


minding our precious Souls after -_ 


Death. It we have neglected all 
care of them here in this Life, no 
time will be found in the other 
World for this Work. 


? - 
* 
- 
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4: A ſerious: minding the Con 
cerns of our -Souls, will make us 
more {erious in: the Whole of our 
Chriſtian courfe, None more fe- 
rious Chriſtians than thoſe,. who 
have Eternity moſt upon. their: 
Hearts. 


If any ſhall ay, Tam yet young, 
in the prime, and firſt of my days; 
and muſt mind a getting an Eſtate, 
( while I have. time,-and irength 
for: Buſineſs) that I may * 
wherewithto live Gece reve 21 
old Age 5 and when this is Hos, 
I. will ceaſe all further thoughts a» 
bout the: World, and-mind only. 
the Concerns.of. my.Soul.. 


a_ Dt et, 


I' Anſwer; 1; It: is never tov: 
ſoon to begin this-Care.: This is 
our.chief Concern, and therefore 
to be minded in the firſt places. { 


Seek, firſt wr of God, '&c. 


Mat. . 


——- — 
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Mat. 6.33. and cel it rather than 


all earthly Things, Lake 12. 31. 


Mind it in the fizit place, and mind 
it chiefly, and above all things 
clfe 3 neither will this hinder, but 
rather further thee in managing *' 
thy Worldly Aﬀairs with Glieres. 
t10N, | 


Put, 2, canſt thou live-comfor- 
tably in old Age, becauſe Rich, 
and full of this World, and. not 
know what ſhall become of thy 
immortal Soul to- Eternity,? Pal 


wouldſt thou not live pen; ol 


in- Youth, as wellas in Old Ape * 
And how can. this. be, unleſs the 
great Concern be cared for ? 


2, Haſt thou a-leaſe of thy Life, 
and art afſured to live to Old Age? 
Thy Life is greatly uncertats 3 
thou mayelt die in the mid(! of 
thy dayes, and before the time 
come thow-halt ſet te begin this 

me: IS Work; 


( x14 Þ 

Work ; Thou haſt no aſſurance of 
a Day, an Hour, or Minute lon- 
ger than the preſent time: But 
thouldſt thou live to Old Age, how 
unfit wilt thou find that time to 


ſet about this great Work, if ne- 


gleed all thy Lite before. 


Or, 4. canſt thou aſſure thy ſelf 
| of finding an Heart then to do 
foz or of God's lengthning out 
the. means and day of Grife to 
thee; unto thy atter days, who: 
haft riegleed and defpifed: both: 
mmthy txft 4, and if a miſcarry 
at hft thou art undone for EC» 
Ver. 


20th Direion, or 7 Caution, 


| Strive againſt Spiritual Sloth, 
never giving way, Or yielding, 
thereto, leſt it gxow more and 
more upon . you 3 content not 
your ſclves»to bear .the. Name 


_ 


Chit. -- 


q 
| 
f 


| Eye the Example of+.ocher Saints, 


(115) ' 

Chriſtian, Jn Fort ol profefting 
the Faith of Chriſt, in a cold, for- 
mal, dead, and heartleſs manner, 
as foo too inany do; and yet think 
highly of themfelves, meerly for 
the form's fake 3 yea,though meer- 
ly formal in the form they own 5 
LE how do they cry up thetmfelves 
Be Chriftians z and the Femple 
of God, the Temple of God are 
we: But know ye, "a thete is 4 
vaſt diftcrence between the Py 
giſh Profeffor,and the ferious Ghri- 
fiian 3 the Vine have-no zeat fos 
God, and for his Glory z nothing, 
of Life, .or Spirit,” itt 'any ſervice 
they perform : 4 dull, lazy, (ot- 
tiſh Generation, affeQin g to be ac» 


_ counted, but not rinding te be 


what they delire to be accounted, 

But now the ferious Chriſtian is a 
Man of another temper, one Zea- 
lous and fervent in Spirit, ſerving 
the Lord: Thefe have in their 


who. 
SJ; 


1 th. MT = —— = 


p (116). 
who have gone before them 3 re- 
membring their Work, and labour 
of Love, and great diligence. i in 
the Work of the Lord 3 and: 
ing aſhamed to come behind, they 

mind. themfelves, and one ano» 
ther, of the Apolile's Exhorta- 
tion Heb. 6. 11, 12. And we des 
fire that every one of you do ſhew the 
fame diligence to. the full aſſurance 
of hope to the end ; That ye. be not 


b F aith; and Patience, inbe= 
rt the P romiſer. 


here enquired, viz. 


T1, Who theſe flothful: Profef- 
ſors are * 

2. The difference between theſe 
and the ſerious Chriſtian ? 


flothful Profeſſors are, 1..Such who 


for zl. but followers of them who 


There are two things may be- 


E Anſwer ,unto the firſt : The: 
ſtudy, 


k 


( 117 ) | 
ſtudy, pleaſe, and ſatisfy  them- 
ſelves with excuſes for their back- 
wardneſs and negleQ in what is 
their Duty 5 they are eaſily taken 
off from any Spiritual Service, 
(either praying, or Hearing the 
Word, &c. ) and v ender exe 


. cuſes will ſerve their tura to ſtop 


the Moutffof Conſcience : They 
have no: delight in, nor heart to 
the Work, and thefore a ſmall 
matter 'ſhall take them off, and 
as ſlight excuſes will ſerve roqllet 
them. 


2, Such who py carnal, 
fleſhly Eaſe, before Faithfulneſs, 
in Ghenwine on in the Wayes of 
Righteouſneſs3 they continue,and 
hola on for a while, ſo long as 
they meet with no rub or dificul- 
ty in the way, being put upon 


_ no hard ſervice :. But if any thing 


of this nature-attend the way of 


their Profeſſion 3 then, according 


to 


(118) 
to: that of Solomon ; The ſlothful 
Man ſaith, There,is a Lion in the 
Way, &c. Prov.22.13, 


- 
k 64S i 


$-. The, Heartleſs Formalift ; 3. 


who is conſtant in his Profcflion, 
and outward Practice, but in a 


| heartleſs manner he_ goes his 
rounds: like a Horſe in a Mill; . 


keeps his old pace, never faſter 
nor + Fenn and for his Heart, 
that comes not in (at all ) to the 
Work, A meer heartleſs Forma- 
lit in what he is, in what he 
doth. 


__ here we meet with three 
ſorts more of fluggiſh flothful 
Ones. | 


1. The ſlothful in Defies-; 
Their Deſires are '( at beſt ): but 
faint, lazy Wiſhings ; they fay 
with Balaam, O that I might die 
#be Death of the Righteous + It 

IVE 


- 
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: P Allie oomonoe : =. 
a LY 


© 


_ Which the Apoſtle warns againſt; 


* tiſh manner 3 pray, as if t 


(119) 
firive not to live the Life of the 
Righteous : They defire, yea, it 


may be, ſeek; but ſtrive not to 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate. 


2. The flothful in Buſineſle : 


Be not flotbficl in Beſs, but fer- 
vent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, 
Rom, 12. 11. They pray, they 
hear, but in a ſleepy, Jazy, fot- 


prayed not 3 hear, asif they heard 
not : there is no ſiriving againſt 
ſluggiſhneſs,but a giving up them- 
{clves-unto itz and fo they dp 
the outward Service, they re- 
gard not the manner of perfor- 
mance. 


3. Theſlothful in Heart-work : 
They do many outward Servi- 
ces, and, it may be, with Tome 
kind of diligence, and ſeeming 
intention, while the Eye of Man 

IS 


s 


(118) 
to: that of Solomen 3; The ſlothful 
Man ſaith, There,is a Lion in the 
Way, &c. Prov-22.1 3. 
$. The Heartleſs Formalift 3 
who is conſtant in his Protcfſion, 
and outward Practice, but in a 


| heartleſs manner he goes his | 


rounds like a Horſe in a Mill; . 
keeps his old pace, never faſter 
nor ſlower: and for his Heart, 
that comes not in (at all). to the 
Work, A meer heartleſs Forma» 
"lit in what he is, in what he 
doth. 


And here we meet with three 


ſorts more of fluggiſh flothful 
Ones. © 


1. The ſlothful in Deſires; 
Their Deſires are '( at beſt ) but 
faint, lazy Wiſhings : they fay 
wich Balaam, O that IT might die 
tbe Death of the Righteous - 

IVE 


(119) 
Airive not to live the Life of the 
Righteous : They defire, yea, it 
may be, ſeek, but ſirive not to 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate. 


2, The flothful in Buſineſſe : 
_ Which the Apoſile warns againſt; 
' Be not flotbful in Beſs, but fer- 
vent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, 
Rom, 12. 11. They pray, they 
hear, but in a ſleepy, lazy, ſot- 
* tiſh manner 3 pray, as if t 
prayed not 3 hear, as if they heard 
not : there is no ſiriving againſt 
luggiſhneſs,but a giving up them- 
{clves-unto it; and 'fo they dp 
the outward Service, they re- 
gard not the manner of perfor= 
mance. | 


3. Theſlothful in Heart-work : 
They do many outward Servi- 
ces, and, it may be, with Tome 
kind of diligence, and ſeeming 
intention, while the Eye of Man 

is 


( 120) 
1s upon 'them 3 but wholly back- 
ward, and negligent to a ſearch- 
ing, trying, and examining their 
own Hearts: This they are 
greatly averſe from, and care not- 
how little they arc at home ex- 
erciled in this Work: They ob- 
ſerve not, keep not, nor watch 
over their Hearts, at leaſt with any 
- diligence. 


2ly, The difference between the - 
ſerious Chrittian, and ſloth- 
ful Profeſſor take thus. 


I, The former is ated from a 
Principle of Life 3 the Spirit of 
Chriſt dwells in him, and the Law 
of Love commands him : the 0- 
ther knows neither 3 he is a ſiran- 
ger to the Principle of Life, and 
Motive of Love. | 

2, The former follows Chriſt 
fully 3 baulks no way of Duty, 
. or Service, for any difficulty he 
meets 


(mx) 
meets with-: The other follows 
but half way 3 every hard Service 
puts'him toa:ſtand and anon turns 
him out of the way. 


3. Theformeris much in Sel 
judging, walking by the Apo- 
file's Rule 3 For if we ,zpould judy 
our. ſelves, we ſhould not be judged, 
' x Cor. 11,31. The other whol- 
fy upon Set jutifying; he flue 
- dies Excuſes for his Omiſlions 3 
wherein he comes ſhort of his 
Duty , and accounts. any thing 


( though _eves - flight) a ol 
| cient Plea for him to juſtify his 
Neegleds 3 being found among 
tho » Prov. 26. I'O, The SI 


 Þ 
Rege. 


- is wiſer in bis own conceis;"t 
ven Men that can render 4 


Y 


Queſtion. But may net a fincers 
. Heart be 7 Ro iba ue with 
\ Prggiſhneſs in ſpiritual Services? © 

—— F Anſw. 


— 


» 
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oa 


_— —. ».A6-45 


oo « its) 


- lt who but bath ſcretimes 
tuned: fad cauſe of complaint In! 
this Matter? ©. + » # 

But then, 1. It is not their con-* - 
ftant frame, it is not always fo 
with them, « 

2ly, They give not way to its | 
fo as to'own'or allow themſelyes 1 
ini Ii&- 

' *-But, 3ly, it is hel burthen' 
and complaint, they groan nn- 
derit.” ; 

» And, 4ly, they firive and pray” 
228ainſt it 3-. not. content with 
chemſelves 'that it ſhould be fo 
_ With them 3 yea, always. thank-' 

ful for any help afforded to them”. 
by othets againſt it 3 they are not. 
oended, os-angry,' tobe awake-" 
ned from ſleeping in time of hear- * 
ing the Word, by any that.ſits,by, 
but are chankeal for Or F riend... 


TY | 


* - 4 4 
pd 


A 
* Dirgttion- 2T;;: * " 


Live as "Kd who believe NP. 

f  fhalldie; having noccertainty of .a 

{ longer or. ſhorter 'time -here,: ye 

are every; day. haſtieving - to. the 

place.. from ' whence, ye- ſhall-.ngx 

return. A few days; and; youy 

place ſhall know. you- no, more 3 

nathing more certain than Deaths 

nothing more uncertain :( as to 

us;): where, how; and: when -we 

« thall die ;: What cannot be avoid} 
ed, let be daily expected and 
turn - we- our [feats of dying, 

( which few Men live-above ) ins 

to a: wiſe. care of making; prepa- 
ration; - for-'going, hence 5. that 

whenſaever Death comes, :it may - 
be with us, according to that. of 
our Saviour, Be ye. alſo ready, 
—Mat:: 24: __ 


: A I nn 
—— _— EE 
* ” 


£124); 


If any 25K; How foadd: } 
A _ for- oath __— 


F /( | 
TE. 6d te bans ge, dilpelt"o - 
the World, that thoſe things may. 
becafion n0 hor, dif- 


quicting Thoughts Hat how 5. 
yea, ler: yoiir. cate aforehand be. 
 fach, ( both for. Soul and: m4 
that n_ god rag; th 

yeſt not; 

New chin todo bur ®.. 


F 


2 Converſe with Deathin chy. 


daily forc-rh hes. of it ;- make- 
thy. folf--miore fatnilize- with: it 4 
_ RS CE 


hae” 
aa change: corey" | Fob "14, 


WF Never 2 do/any. t 
y, Which makes TR 
To Nothing makes Death terre 


- n PAT; 1 F > 
hy KY 
- . 


bY” and” aftighting bat'$i0's viah#: + 
witch againſt :chis;* againſt * alle , 3 
thou knowelt-to be. Sn, ry aralt: 
times. _ 


4 Live ſo, as "_ '( gs 
ingly, and allowedly Y to# b& dos: 
ing that! which. thon'wi 

afraid, oraſhawed tobe foun 0=: 
ing ar thy laſt hour. p 


\ 5; Make it thy chief i care toper 
S. and keep thy-Evidences for Hea- 
{| ven clear; that” thon mayelſt* "be. 
able always to read' them, and inf 
ecial 'at that time, the hour' of 


E 2 ; BN $257 it '2 | 
- "Queſt, What might” : i look ups 
0n 4s go02 and certa Bride FE. - 1 
SO. pf « x \'5Y ; 1 
Ainſw. Whatſochtr will witneſs 
ai in a ſtate of Grice « : 


A Regent tion; is a'clear; certain. 1 
bo F- 3. .- anc 


WT 1 6; | 
«* 


ebttiahttbie dave: for: Heas: 
vim 3<thou-perſifing,. and- contin- 
ning thercin:to-the.cod... As, 


1. An. uniyerſal” hateed of all E 
things known by of ar ogity ch 
thay in. che Jefs, or. gents * fy 

openly... or more: privately : 
Canſt: thou "lay . with. David, F: f 


bate every Falls ny? Lan Py 
en 


26. A liking, and love of Rolls - 

nels, fo a5-to. chuſe it.as the great: 
pri of ;oup-happineſs,. both. here. 
apd. hereafter : We love. Holine&., 
for its owa. ſake 3;and : our; _ 
aker-it; is. not. purely-out- 

| eefity, apd+only.when. we: Ns. 

| dir, as knowing, we mult 
riſh-without. it 5. bat from: that: 


beauty. and, exceliency. we-ſee in. 
we bangs logo of that God - 
{it Kt) enftampt- 


. 
£ 


whom, .he. "lone. mole; 
will'be manifeſt in. us. . 


3+. By: likeing, and loving REY 
| Law: of Gad, (becauſe of - its pus 
Tity 3 becauſe it. is-an holy. Law: : 
Canſt thou. ſay- with: David, Thy 
If ord i1-very pre, therefore thy Ser-, 
vant : .Joves-4t: fx Plalm..1 I'ps, 140... A 
There .is- no Hypocrite on. Earth. 
can ſabſcibechareto.., 


And, 44 theſe two.are- ever at- 
tend (with a xcal and: hearty love - 
ta: 61H 1d; 9» no0t-. bat. all 


08 hear of.26.5 ſachs I 


FE; his 1 


phy NN 
euditaftbje Enidavce, for: Heas: 
vi 3<thou-perſifing,. and - contie- 
nitiog thercin:to:the.cod... As, , 


1.. An. univerſal” hated of- all: 
things known by. thee.to.be Sinz ſo. | 
28+ hog / to: dog/;allow;. or-iadulge: Þ- 
; in+ the lefs, ;or.. greater 5+, * 


* openly... or more; privately : 
Canſe: thou: ſay , with: David, F 


bate every: Falſe m7 Plalan, ed 
wil 


26. A liking, Ja love. of Rolls - 

nels, fo 25-10. cochuſe it-as the great: 
pore of: oup-happineſs,. both.. here. 
apd_hereafter : .We love. Holine&. 
for its own. ſake 3 ;and : our; -uh 
akeritz is. not. purely-out: 

| key, and: only. when we: i: ney 

 adic, as knowing. we mult 
riſh-without. It; 5. bur hang n tht 


$6 being | 
; — . - ne wy A Py ” " , i 
Yom . © 4 3 | $8 he db 68 
.” «x PF 5 
av” ; ; 
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whom, .he:. loves: molt,-.. 
will be manifeſt in. us. . 


3+. By: likeiog "and: 1oving - this: 

{ . Law: of Gad, Cunt or ws 
. ], Tity3.becauſe it; is-an holy Law: : 
\/ Canſt thou. ſay- with» David, Thy, 
4d Wordiruery pure,: therefore thy | Ser-, 
vant: lover at- fx Plalm.. .1 19s, 140.. 
Þhere .is- no R's on. Earth. 


can ſublaibechaceto...- 


And,” 44. theſe two.are- ever at- 


tended. with a zeal and-hearty love. 


#7 

1 tc Eo bue. all : 
|. we kno 01 hear of 20. be ack. 
p: hoc of ogg uppn the accou 


not out of any: 5 
1 reſpcR; but :only. as we ſeg, g 
F _ 3og..forth..in.chew. As they 6+ 
{8 Gn 75 lb : 
55 h:+ » 


< 28 y). 

"ae love them rvp6r* this ac 

©: becauſe ſuch | -AHY "this: 

e Apoſtle lays down for an Evj-- 

detice; We bird that we have paſ- 

ſed from Death to Life, becaufe-we 
tove the Brethren, 1 Joh. 3.1 4+ 


"A Richful and conſcientious | 
adbaree of our Steward(hip, 'in' 
the. things we have after this |- 
World 3 .cven hereby-artthon to; | 
_ ay up 'in fiore Evidences for the 

time 'to'come : See the Ay tle 

ſpeaking to this Point, Ir Tan. 6! 
_ 17, 18, I9,. 


6A lidlngn an holy contempt 

of. this. World, ſo as reſalvedly to. 
hold on in the way of Righteodl- 
nefs, notwithſtanding all oppoſt- 

| tion and. contradiction of Sinners 

we . may ,meect with here in' ou 

| Way. not accounting ary Suffer- 

ings, which may - come ' upon 'us 

[fax Rightcouſyels yy to be com- 


_ pared. 


C199: 
with the ad that flan 
.unto:us,” RowB.18.. Y 


Divettion: 22.. 


Lafth Make it your: al 
care, t may in Grace, 
| lien Far Lode 
- Jeſs Chriſt, 2.Pet. 3. 18.. 
t. ye map alldo, is the 
— wrta and ſhall be the 
cc nA in har 


Your Aged Grandfather, 
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